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The chief »purnose of this »mublication is to distribute information on 
aeronautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
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COLONEL RICKENBACKER PRESENTED WITH MEDAL OF HONOR 


The highest recognition it is »ossible for this nation to bestow uvon an 
individual for bravery and intrevidity in war time - the Congressional Medal of 
Honor - was »resented by the President of the United States to Colonel Edward 
V. Rickenbacker, foremost American flyer during the World War. 

The presentation ceremony took »lace at Bolling Field, Anacostia, D.C., on 
the afternoon of Thursday, November 6th. Shortly before 2:30 p.m., the 
Presidential party arrived at the field to be saluted by the Presidential salute 
of 21 guns. Preceded by his aides and accompanied by the Hon. F. Trubee 
Davison, Assistant Secretary of War for Aeronautics, the President entered the 
‘stand, where Col. Rickenbacker and General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air 
Corps, were presented to him and Mrs. Hoover. 

Promptly at 2:30 ».m., the ceremonies began,tnese being broadcasted on 
the National Broadcasting System throughout the United States and on the local- 
ized public address system installed on the field by the U.S. Signal Corps. 

"Me President of the United States," announced Secretary Davison, in open- 
ing the ceremonies, "in the name of Congress, will award the Congressional Medal 
of Honor to Colonel Rickenbacker. General Fechet will read the citation." 

Whereupon General Fechet read the citation, as follows: 

"Edward V. Rickenbacker, Colonel, Specialist Reserve, then first 
lieutenant, 94th Aero Squadron, Air Service, American Exneditionary Forces. 

For conspicuous gallantry and intresidity above and beyond the call of 

duty in action against the enemy near Billy, France, September 25, 1918. 

While on a voluntary vatrol over the lines, Lieut. Rickenbacker attacked 

7 enemy planes (5 type Fokker, protecting 2 tyne Halberstadt). Disregard- 

ing the odds against him, he dived on them and shot down one of the Fokkers 

out of control. He then attacked one of the Halberstadts and sent it dow 

also. Residence at ap»rointment: 1334 East Livingston Averme, Columbus, 0." 

In bestowing upon this intrepid war bird the highest decoration that the 


country can give, the President, in putting the ribbon over Rickenbacker's -head, 
stated: 





"Cantain Rickenbacker, in the name of the Congress of the United 

States, I take great »leasure in awarding you the Congressional Medal of 

Honor, our country's highest decoration for cons»icuous gallantry and in- 

trepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action with the enemy. At 

a stage in the develonment of aviation when the flying of airplanes was a 

much more hazardous undertaling than it is today, you were achieving 

victories which made you the universally recognized Ace of Aces of the 

American forces. Your record is an outstanding one for skill and bravery, 

and is a source of pride to your comrades and your countrymen. Although 

this award is somewhat belated, I hove that your gratification in receiv- 
ing this Medal of Honor will be as keen as mine is in bestowing it. May 
you wear it during many years of hanpiness and continued usefulness to 
your country." 

Visibly moved as the decoration was »inned on him, Colonel pidiokesier 
turned to the microphones on the stand and, in a voice which trembled with emo- 
tion, renlied to the brief address of the Army's present. Commander-in-Chief. 

"Mr. President," he said, "I should be ungrateful if I failed to 
recognize this great honor as a true tribute to my comrades in arms, 
soldiers and sailors, living and dead. In peace and in war they have 
contributed their share. They have nernetuated the traditions and high 
ideals of the United States in the air as they have on the land and sea." 

Representative Robert H. Clancy, of Michigan, long a friend of Colonel 
Rickenbacker, eulogized the war-time flyer over the radio system, while all the 
former members of the 94th Aero Squadron who came to Washington for this vcca- 
sion, were presented to the President, being then introduced to the radio-listen- 
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ing public over the micronhone by Mr. Provenson, of the National Broadcasting 
System, and Reed Chambers, ex-94th’ flyer; who had acted as shevherd of this 
little flock of "BHddie's" war-time associates during their: stay -in Washington. 
- All had but a few words to say, all congratulated "Eddie" and stated that’ there 
was no one, in their estimation, ine deserved the. Medal more than he did. 
. At this, time, PP. 19. planes of the present 94th Pursuit Squadron from 
- Selfridge Field,. . Clemens,” liich’,’ the 5 Bombers from the.2nd Bombardment 
Groun from * ait peg ‘Va., and’ 9 OUservation dlanes from the 9th Grow), 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., which had talkten off'a’' few minutes before, :were circling 
about in the air, somewhere below tlie horizon to the south of the field. 

Suddenly: the Bombers came into view over the large hangar, followed in 
turn by the Curtiss "Falcon" Observation nldnes and then the Boeing Pursuit 
planes. Flying in close ,formation, keeving their intervals and proper align- 
ment des ite the. strong, gusty west wind which is whipping’across the field, 
they flew dow nast the. President and Colonel: Rickenbacker, .assing in review 
before them and thus rendering the ‘prescribed military aerial homage. 

As they flew past the northern. “poundary“ of ‘Bolling Field, the "Falcons" 
and Keystone Bombers zulled to the right, then flew down to the south, the 
Bombers circling about in that sector while’ the aici mlanes landed on 
that end of the airdrome. 

The Pursuiters had started a steep climb, up over the Naval radio towers 
and then a steep climbing turn in close formation that took them directly over 
the reviewing stand. Suddenly, their formation changed. The three-ship ele- 
ments. and the flights had loosened uo and these in turn strung out in single 
file;: ‘The leader started a wide turn, the others turned also, in a follor-the- 
leader movement, until the leader was on the last man's tail. The Pursuiters 

‘were flying the..maneuver that had been »racticed so many times on the Western 
front, the lufberry. Circle, named in memory of the old Commanding Officer of 
the famous 94th. It was. this maneuver which had been nerfected in those 
stirring war days to allow the ‘singte“seatermursuit ‘ylanes, with no rearward 
armament, to »rotect themsélvés from the attack of a suverior force of enemy 
planes, each >lane in the circlé always being ready to. -yrotect, with its forward 

‘pointing guns the plane or »ianes ahead of it in the circle. 

a The President and his party were interested. General Mason M. ‘Patrick, 

- former Chief of the Air Corps}. Admiral Wm. ifoffet, Chief of the Bureau of 

» Aeronautics, Navy Department;“and others all cast their.eyes aloft to view this 
. stirring aerial spectacle so ‘ayorovriate to this occasion. 

Over the microvhone of the National Broadcasting System, Lieut.° Roland 
Birm, of the Information Division, Office of the Chief. of the Air Corns, was 
describing to those absent from the field this aerial maneuver and the interest 
it was arousing in those »resént- to view it. Captain William J. Flood, of the 
Training and Operations Division, Office of the Chief. of the Air Corps, was 
explaining the maneuver over the public address system installed on the field. 
+ From the circle the formation broke into a series’ oft figure eights, then re- 

forming into their original element and flight formations, while the five 
Bombers, close ,acked and flying ‘a V-formation, flew up opposite the grandstand. 


. 9 Suddenly, the leading flight straightened out, then in a screaming dive, audible 


over the radio and sounding inté-the ears of radio listeners throughout the en- 
tire country, the little P-12C's dove in a simlated attack-unon the lumbering 
Bombers beneath them. It was‘d-maneuver that Rickenbacker had- often flown, and 
it was bringing him and the ex-members of the 94th present at the.field, back to 
those stirring days of 1917 and-1918, when they were ajl1 for one and one for all. 

How interesting the aerial’ s»ectaclé proved to be was evidenced by the 
fact that the Chief Executive of this nation remained at the field to witness 
all this which was offered by the Army Air Corps in honoring its ranking "Ace" 
and not leaving his position in the wind-swe>t grandsténd until the >lanes had 
pulled away from the scene and!landed on. the airdrome. ..- 

Upon the departure of the. President and his »arty,--"Eddie" met the present 
members of the 94th Pursuit Sqaadron and all were introduced to the former mem= 
bers of the 94th - those middlé+aged keen looking men: of. ‘today who had been the 
War birds of yesterday. Most :éf the »resent members of; the 94th had just been 
entering high school when this.blue-ribboned Medal of. Honor had been won. The 
ex-members wondered if they ha@ ever looked as young:as; these war. birds of today. 

Officers and ex~officers repaired to the Officers'..€lub at Bolling Field, 
where an informal reception was! lield and memories .exchanged. Thase- former mem- 
bers of the old 94th present on. the occasion were H. Teir Cook, &. T. Crocker, 
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John DeWitt, Ben Ci ‘dean. Mites R. foe A Allan Winslow, -lden: B. Sherry, 
Chester A. Snoty, Recd M. Chambers, Robert C. Cates, Jr., HE. Ddvwin Green, Donald 
G. Herring, W.'!. Chalmers, and Cantain Frank. 0'D. Hunter, the latter one of the 
few "Aces" still serving in the Army Air Cor.s. Another famous "Ace," 

G. DeFreest Larner, an ex-member of the 1034 Aero Squadron, which in its days 
had been the Lafayette Hscadrille, was also there, Imorm by all who had foucht 
by his side over the shell-torn battlefields in France. 

‘The officers from Bolling Field, and those from the Office of the Chief of 
the Air Cor.s were there, too, for this was a real Air Corxs day. Those vilots 
vho had flowm in from Selfridge Field with the 94th »lanes were Cantain Victor 
H. Strahm, who is credited with five victories during the Yorld War, Lieuts. 
Harry A. Johnson, Aubrey 3B. Ballard, Raymond E. Calbertson, Cecil E. Henry, 
Edward H. Underhill, Paul M. Jacobs, Clarence F. Hegy, Theodore M. Bolen, Frank 
J. Copeman, Enmett O'Donnell, Air Gor.28, end Lieuts. H.0. Coleman, Kenneth V. 
Mosher, T.W. Scott, Carl R. Feldman, H.H.. Tellman, Felix M. Waitkus, Sheldon 
B. "Yoder, and Will ‘’. McConnell, Air Cors Reserve. 

The Bombing -ilots.were Major Herbert A. Dargue, Lieuts. James tieiael 
James 3. Adams, James li. Gillespie, Leonard F. Harman, Delma T. Svivey, Air 
Corns, and Lieuts. Clifton D. Wright, Wm. G. Davis, Clarence L. Terrill, Melvin. 
S. (Joe) Hollidge and Theodore Q. Graff, Air Corzs Reserve. 

The Observation flyers. from Mitchel Field were Lieuts. #.2. (Tiny) Harmon, 
David P. Laubach, Charles G. Goodrich, Robert 0. Corl, Leon W. Johnson, A.V.P. 
Anderson, Jr., Air Cor»s, and-2nd Liewts. George R. Cullman, Ferdinand Eble,and 
Francis X. Kelly, Air Cor2s Reserve. - j | 

That night a grand reunion was held of all the ex-war birds at the home of 
one df their Washington members, Ca tain Chester A. Snow, now a staid business 
man of the Carital City, but once one of. those viho had flow and fought for 
Old Glory. 

The following is the official list of victories, 25 in number, credited to 
Colonel Rickenbacker; 








Date Type of Airrlane “Region Altitude 
1918 . sine 28 | Meters” 
Aoril. 29 Albatross Vignenlles les Hatton Chatel ~= 2,000 
May 17 Slbatross _ Richecourt , | 4,500. 
May 22 Albatross Flirey : 4,000 
May - 28 Albatross* Bois de Rate , 4,500 
May § 30 «~Aldatross* Jaulnoy a 4,000 
Sest. 14 Fokker Villey Waville 3,000 
Seot. 15 Fokker Bois de. Waville on - 4,000 
Sept. 25 Halberstadt. Foret. de. Spincourt 2,000 
Sent. 25 © Fokker Billy 3,000 
Sent. 26 Fokker : Damvillers — i “ 1.6500 
Sent. 28 Balloon Sivry-Sur-Meuse 100 
Sert. 29 Balloon —_ Dun-Sur-Meuse _ we, 200 
October 2 Fokker ~~ Villosnes > . % 1,000 
October 2 Halberstadt Montfaucon , eam 600 
October’ 3 LL. V. G. . .  Dannevoux i S00 
October 3 Rumpler . '. Clery-le-Grand 500 
October 9 Balloon Dun~Sur—Meuse — “ On Ground. 
October 10°: Fokker Clery-le-Petit ty 600 
October 10 Fokker .  Clery-le-Petit . : 800 - 
October 22 Fokker Clery-le-Petit 1,200 
October 23 Fokker . _ Le Grand Carre Ferme . * 600 
October 27 “Fokker ‘Grandpre ; ~ 2,000 
October 27  Bois—de-Money. Bois-de~Moncy Sy tie , 3,000 
October 30 Fokker . ' St. Juvin i 200 
| October 30> Balloon - Remonville On Ground 


According to. the history of the 94th Aero Squadron, Rickenbacker brought 
down a Halberstadt in the region of Montfaucon at 600 meters on October 3rd, 
and destroyed a balloon on the ground in the region of Puxieux on October lst, 
but these two victories were not confirmed and hence not credited to him. 

Before the United States entered the War, Rickenbacker was widely known : 
throughout the United States as an automobile racer. His name was usually asso- 
ciated with various automovile sxeed contests, and he von wide recognition as 
a fearless: but »rudent driver.. When war was declared by the United States, 
Rickenbacker, at that time in. England endeavoring to -rocure a svecial motor. for 
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his racing ear, conceived the idea of organizing a squadron of flyers among his 
racing associates, believing that thefun sal exoerience in their line of work . 
would fit them varticularly for the war in the air. He broached this sudject 
upon returnin; to this country, but his »roject received no encouragement. His 
desire to see service overseas led him to enlist, on May 25, 1917, as a Sergeant, 
lst Class, in the Aviation Section, Sismal Coros, with the object of accomrany-~ 
ing General Pershinz to France and to serve as his official chauffeur. 

Rickenbacker's motive in talcing this ste: wes no doubt >romted by the 
thought that it would »rove a snort cut to service at the front, and his con- 
jectures untimately shaved themselves in that channel. After several months! 
service with General Pershing, Rickenbacker was commissioned a First Lieutenant 
in the Aviation Section, Signal Cor»s, August 20, 1917, and ordered to the 
Aviation Instruction Center at Issoudun, France, for training. He remained at 
Issoudun until January 3, 1918, when he was ordered to the Aerial Gunnery School 
at Cazeaux, France, for »ilot gunnery training. U»von comoleting his training at 
Cazeaux, he was temsorarily assigned to duty with a French aero squadron. He 
served at several stations with the French until March 7, 1918, when he was as- 
signed to the 94th Aero Squadron, to which were attached several other noted 
American ilots who had served with the French air forces. ; 

It was not until a month aftervards that the 94th was equiy,.ed with guns 
and airplanes. In the meantime, Rickenbacker had already made his maiden flight 
over the lines in coriany with the veteran >ilot, Raul Iufbery, during the 
course of which they had encountered anti-aircraft fire and observed from a safe 
distance the »atrolling >lanes of the enemy. 

His exnxerience as a racing driver no doubt served him in good stead in his 
aerial combat work. Accustomed to danger, excessive sveed and quick decisions 
in moments of »eril, and skilled in noting the actions and estimating the inten- 
tions of an antagonist, he »ossessed advantages over op onents not endowed with 
his judgment or ex erience. 

Rickenbacker's first victory over an antagonist was on April 29, 1918, the 
encounter taking >lace at an altitude of some 5,000 meters between St. Baussant 
and liontsec. After a furious combat of several minutes. his gun jammed. Instead 
of returning to his airdrome, however, he re»aired the jam himself and then re- 
turned to the attack. After a s»ectacular fight, the courageous American -ilot 
shot the rival »lane down in flames. For his bravery in action, the French 
military authorities avarded him the Croix de Guerre with palm. 

Lady Iuck certainly did nobly by America's foremost war pilot, for time 
after time Rickenbacker came back to his home airdrome from an air »atrol with 
bullet holes through his eirnlane. It is said that on one occasion a bullet 
passed through the fuselage of his lane less than 3 inches back of his head. 

Rickenbacker gained his fifth victory, the one entitling him to the unoffi- 
cial title of "Ace," on May 30, 1918. He obtained all these victories inside of 
one month. He shared the first one with Cantain Hall, and thereafter met and 
defeated single~handed two fighting Albatross machines and two bi»vlace machines 
of the same tyne. It was for these five victories that he received the 
Distinguished Service Cross. To this decoration were subsequently added nine 
Palms. 

Most of Rickenbacker's subsequent victories were won at altitudes of three 
miles or so. He was accustomed’ to going out on early morning patrols, and he 
sought altitudes where the cold is very intense and consequently very trying 
on one's »hysical senses. Shortly after his fifth victory, he was ordered to 
the hos:ital in Paris to recover from a fever which for a time threatened to 
gut him out of the war altogether. 

When the American fighting souadrons were transferred to an airdrome 25 
miles below Chateau-Thierry to be in a »osition for the great American advance 
at that »oint, and the First Pursuit Group, commrising the 27th, 94th, 95th and 
147th Squadrons, were about to be furnished the new French‘Snads to revlace the 
old Nieu»,ort machines, Rickenbacker, though hardly recovered from his illness, 
stuck close to the Soad de»ot in Paris until the first of these new air>lanes 
was ready for the Americans. Seizing it when the mechanics pronounced it fit, 
he flew it to his new airdrome early in July. He was made Flight Leader and 
carried out his customary >atrols for a few days, only to be bested once more by 
fever, which necessitated his return to the hosvital. It was not until Se>tember 
14th that Rickenbacker was credited with his next victory. Thus, sickness de riv- 
ed him of more than three months! service at the front lines, des»ite which 
handicap he gained seven more victories than his nearest rival and illustrous 
comrade-in~arms, the late Lieut. Frank iuke, who was credited with eighteen 
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victories. During two weeks'in Sentember, he shot dovm six more antagonists 
and fourteen more in the month of October. 

Rickenbacker was assigned to the command of the 94th Squadron on Se»tember 
24th, in the meantime having been >romoted to the rank of Cantain. It has been 
said that in his »ersorial diary, recording the fact that the 94th was »laced 
under his charge, he stated: "Just been »romoted to command of 94 Scuadron. I 
shall never ask any »ilot to co on a mission that I won't go on. I must vork 
now harder than I did before." And he certainly backed u» to the fullest extent 
the underscored assertion, for 18 of his victories were achieved after he as- 
sumed command of the 94th. The morning following his new assignment, in lead- 
ing his patrol across the lines, he achieved his first double victory when he 
shot down twoof his adversaries ina single fight. Two L.V.G. two-seater lanes 
were evidently bent on >hotogranhing the American lines, and five Fokkers were 
above and behind them acting as »rotecition. 

Rickenbacker, climbing for the sur as ravidly as his >lane was able to, 
discovered that he had not attracted their attention, and when he was well in 
their rear and far above them he nosed cowm and made a bee line for the nearest 
Fokker. "He did not see me until it vas too late," Rickenhacker stated in re- 
lating the story of this fight, for ‘hich he was awarded the Medal of Honor, and 
referring ta the »ilot of the Fokker he attacked. He then added:- 

"T had him exactly in my sights when I -wlled both triggers for a long 
burst. He made a startled attemot to wll away, but bullets were already rinv- 
ping through his »lane. He smst have been killed instantly. His machine fell 
avay and crashed just south of Itain. ; 

I intended to zoom wo and »rotect myself against the other four Fokkers. 

But when I saw they were dumbfounded at this unexnected attack, I changed my 
tactics and »lunged straight cn through them to attack the  hotograxhing 
machines ahead. . 

The two~seaters =e seen the fight and already had their’ noses »ointed 
down to get more sveed back to Germany. I looked over my shoulder and saw that 
the Fokkers were milling about, undecided what to do. 

The two L.V.G.'s began to drav avxart. Both observers in the rear seats ; 
were firing at me, but the range was too far for accuracy. I dove more steeply, 
passed out of range under the nearest machine, and zoomed uy quickly from be- 
neath him. But it was not going to be so easy! 

The »ilot suddenly kicked his tail around, giving his gunner a good view of 
me below; and in the meantime the ‘other L.V.G. had turned on me and I saw his 
tracer bullets go streaking »ast my nose. I zoomed uw) diagonally out of range, 
made a reversement, and as the Fokkers still held off I came back straight at 
the first L.V.G., firing as I came. 

Several times. I reveated this maneuver, but he wouldn't dro». The Fokkers 
kept waiting for me to go up to them.. All this time we were drifting deever © 
back into Germany. I decided unon one bold attack from near at hand and if this 
failed I would get bacic to my own lines before the Fokkers descended on me. 

The two L.V.G.'s were flying parallel to each other not fifty feet a»vart. 
Drow.ing into a side sli-) until I had one of them between me and the other, I 
straightened out at the right instant and leveled my Spad directly at the near- 
est one and began firing. . 

He passed directly through my Line of fire and just as I was forced to 
swerve aside and cease firin;; I had the satisfaction of seeing him burst into 
flames. Turning over and over as he fell, the L.V.G. started a blazing yath to _ 
earth just as the four Fokkers came tearing down for the rescue. I fed in the ~ 
gas and streaked it for home. ‘ 

The Fokker and the L.V.G. both fell inside of ten minutes. It was my first... 
double-header,. and I was glad it had come this morning for the good effect it 
would have on the other »ilots." ; 

Following this double victory, Madcaiieamnsy ‘"yat_ in more flying time over the 
enemy lines than any of the other »ilots under him. He vas a great believer in 
the efficacy of surprise attacks, and in launching these he took advantage of . 
the protection afforded him by the blinding glare of the sun, the shelter of 
clouds, or moments of inattention on the mart of his quarry. It was due to these. 
precautionary methods he -ursued in his aerial combat wok which were res ».onsible 
for his achieving more victories ‘than eny other American »ilot and for his living 
today to be able to. tell of them. 

Although Rickenbacker is generally kmowm by his var-time title of Ca tain, 
he now holds a commission as a Colonel in the S»ecialist Reserve Cor s. 
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THE FIRST AMERICAN VICTORY 


Either one of two Americans enjoys the distinction of having, while wear- 
ing the uniform of the United States Army, brought dom the first enemy air- 
lane in the Yorla Jar. One's record is not confirmed dfficially, vhile the 
other's was witnessec, confirued and made of record. 

On February 5, 1918, Lieut. Stevshen W. Thoumson, formerly of Vest Plains, 
Mo., Was a greduatin;: student of the lst Scuacron Gunnery School at Cazeaux, 
France. On that articular morning the Commander of the 123rd French Breguet 
Squadron, overating near Neufchateau, called lajor Ralph Royce, Commanding 
the lst Squadron, and asked him if he could snare a few of his observers, as 
the French Squadron was all out of observers, with no revlacements in sight. 
Lieut. Thompson and a Lieut. RH. Whitner, of Atlanta, Ge., were the first 
two Americans sent over by Major Royce. 

While on their way over the lines, the flight was attacked by a number 
of German »lanes but managed to fight its way clear. After dro vving their 
bombs on Saarburg, they were again attacked. This time, Lieut. Thomson, 
oneratins the rear guns on his Brezguet, brought one of the enemy down. The 
statements of the rest of the vilots in the flight bore him out, but this 
victory was not confirmed. iwe to earlier abuses of confirmations on 
"counting coun," it became the custom not to confirm victories unless they had 
been witnessed by someone from an orcanization other than that of the victor. 
Thompson later flew with the 12th Smadron and was officially credited with 
having brought down two enemy airmlanes on July <8, 1913. 

To Lieut. Allan Winslow, of River Forest, I1ll., goes the honor of the 
first official victory by a member of the United States sir Service. On 
Sunday morning, Anril 14,.1918, he and Lieut. Douglas Carmhell, both members 
of the 94th Aero Squadron, were on "alerte," »laying cards and waiting for a 
call. At 8:45 a.m., a tele»hone call came in stating that two enemy airplanes 
were about 2,000 meters over the city, avout a mile from the airdrome. 

Winslow and Cair>bell took off immediately in :ursuit and, after a brief 
combat, “Tinslow brought dorm one of the airolanes out of control. It crashed 
alongside the airdrome in full view of thousands of svectators. A moment 
later, as Winslow climbed to the aid of Camsbell, the latter brou’ht dowm the 
other enemy air>zlane which crashed and burst into flames on the other side of 
the airdrome. soth combats took lace avout 1,000 feet above the ground. 

The »ilot of the lane shot dovm by Winslow was only slightly scratched, 
but the one shot dowm by Canmbell was severely injured. Winslow was later 
shot dowm in Germany and made a »risoner. He lost his arm as a result of 
the crash. 

Winslow was one of the many ex-members of the 94th Squadron »resent at 
Bolling Field, D.C., to see his buddy, Capt. "Eddie" Rickenbacker, oresented 
with the Congressional liedal of Honor on November 6, 1950, 
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FRANK LUKE 


The Congressional Medal »f Honor has been awarded to only two American 
flyers for their services in the defense of their country during the World 
War. Cantain Edward V. Rickenbacker, of course, is the recipient of one. . 
The other was given poatinmously to Frank Iuke, know as "The Balloon Buster 
of Arizona." 

A member of me 27th Pursuit Squadron, Luke's forte was balloons. He 
was credited with 18 official victories, 4 airplanes and 14 balloons. As 
dramatic as were the many combats and incidents surrounding his victories, the 
circumstances of his death were no less so, and equally as stirring were the 
circumstances connected with the finding of his body and its identification as 
Frank Iuke, of Phoenix, Arizona, ex-2nd Lieut. of the 27th Squadron. 

Some weeks after the Armistice, an American officer, ex-».risoner at a 
German »rison camp and making his way back to his old organization in France, 
passed through the little village of Murvaux (Meuse). There he became inter- 
ested in the story of ‘the villagers concerning an American flyer who lay buried 
in the village cemetery. Units of the Graves Revistration Service were. work- 
ing nearby, and he called this matter to the attention of a Cantain McCormick, 
G.R.S., who turned the investication over to Cantain Chester E. Staten, in 
command of the Graves Registration Service in Neufchatel Area No. l. 
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On Jaimary 3, 1919, Castain Staten sent the Searing: letter to the Chief 
of Air Service, A.E.F.; 

"1, Units of this Service have located the grave of an unknown aviator, 
killed on Sunday, Se teiber 29, 1918, in the village of Murvaux (Meuse). 

2. From the ins»xection of the srave and interview held with inhavitants 
of this tovm, the following: information was learned in regard to the heroism 
or this aviator. Any assistance you can furnish us shat will enable us to 
yronerly identify this body will be greatly ayoreciated. The folloving mizht 
assist you in gaining for us this information: Revsorted as having light hair, 
young, of medium height and heavy stature. Re rorted by the inhabitants that 
‘revious to being killed this man had brought dorm three German balloons, tvo 
German lanes and dro:.ed hand vombs killing eleven German soldiers and wound- 
ing a number of others. He was wounded himself in the shoulder and evidently 
had to make a forced landing, and wion landing opene<. fire with his automatic 
and fought until he was killed. It is also revorted that the Germans took his 
shoes, leggins and money, leaving his grave unmarked," 

After this letter was forvarded, and woon a more careful examination of 
the exhumed body, an Elgin watch 720225566 was found en his wrist, evidently 
having been overlooked by the enemy troops who were in at the finish. This 
clue, however, »roved of no assistance in the identification of the hero who 
had sleyt tose months in the cemetery of Murvaux. 

It was learned, however, that a Lieut. Luke had dromed a note to an 
American Balloon Coimmany on the front lines, stating that he was going to 
finish off those balloons which the »eovle of :iurvaux say the American airman 
bring down. The note had been dro».ed on Serteimber 29, 1913, and was signed 
"Tuke." This, together with the fact that Iuke had been revorted as missing 
about that date and was the same size and build as described by the villagers, 
nositively identified the body as that of the lad who was aftervards lmowm as 
the "Balloon Buster," and who, after the devarture of the’enemy from the 
village, was buried by the Frenchman who told the story to the American 
officers. ; 

The morning revort of the 27th Squadron revorted Lieut, Iuke as "Missing 
in Action" as of Sertember 30th, but this revort was officially changed won 
later investigation, as his death was officially fixed as of Sunday, Se ntember 
29th. ; 

Luke was later buried, on November 1, 1921, in the Meuse-Argonne American 
Cemetery Jo. 1232 at Romagne-sous-ifontfaucon, Meuse, France, in grave lio, 13, 
Block A, Row 26. 

The Congressional Medal of Honor was 3xosthumously awarded him on Avril 
11, 1919, being announced in General Orders to. 59, War Devartment, May 5,1919. 
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PURSUITERS A''TEND LEGION CONVENTION Ii] BOSTON 
By the News Letter Corres xondent 


A comosite Pursuit Squadron of the First Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, 
Mt. Clemens, liich., under the command of Ca tain Ross G. Hoyt, Air Cors,. 
took off from the home station on October 5th enroute to Boston and the 
American Legion Convention held in that city. One Ford triemotor Trans:0rt 
followed shortly afterwards with seven mechanics and »ilot.- 

The airmen were under orders to sto» at Buffalo for gas and then fly 
direct to Boston. Due to the fact that the squadrow was composed of three dif- 
ferent types of ships, all of different cruising sx.eeds, the Grows Commander 
had ordered a rendezvous »roblem to take lace on the trip between Selfridge 
and Buffalo. The six Pel's, led by Canrtain Hoyt, took one route; the six 
Pkl2B's, led by Lieut. Ballard, took another route, and the six new P-l2C's, 
led by Lieut. Moor, took still another route, all converging at Buffalo for a 
rendezvous over the water front. The problem worked out very successfully,and 
the squadron reformed at the ay»ointed time at Buffalo. 

Buffalo, N.Y., is a friendly city to the Air Corns, and all >ilots from 
Selfridge enjoy stonning there for service on cross-country trips. This day 
Buffalo seemed to be even more entimsiastic than usual, and when the officers 
climbed out of their ships on the line at the Municinal Airvort, they found a 
smiling crowd of about 3,000 »eoxle there to greet them, We reneat - it is a 
pleasure to land at Buffalo Manicixal Airoort always. ‘The ships were soon 
gassed, and the squadron took off and flew as a squadron direct to Boston in 
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just three hours and thirty minutes. 

The American’ Teion had agreed to nay all exenses of the squadron, and 
the pilots were assigned quarters in a large room in the Bradford Hotel. The 
‘ room contained about 75 Army cots, ‘and vas rather suggestive of the old Cadet 
- days at Kelly. In‘s ite of the Arny cots, everyone managed to settle dorm and 
get a little rest Wefore "takin’ in" the Convention. It vas the consensus of 
‘opinion among the: otlots* from Selfridge ‘that sedate old ‘Boston was truly waked 
up by the Legiontires. - 

Each day of the Convention Cestaan’ Hoyt ‘led the Squadron in a flight or 
two over the ‘city and the' Municinel Airvort. ‘The "antics" of the little 
Pursuit ships ‘seemed to delight the Zostonians and the Legionaires as well. It 
seems they like lots of noise’ over in that »art of the country. 

A rather unfortunate occurrence ~»revented the smoke screen demonstration 
which was to have been given by Lieut. McGuire in a P-l. It hayened that 
there was too much pressure in the chemical tank’ and the cap was blown off the 
moment it Tas loosened. oF corte there’ ves a very y effective smoke screen 
lost as far as the city was canssaernisd., 

The First Pursuit Grow) enjoyed the honor’ of greeting President Hocver, 
Ex-Président Coolidge’ and Secretary of War Hurley during their visits in 
Boston, and gave them a salute from squadron formation over the city. 

The Convention grew to a natural ending, but old man weather seemed to 
want to keen the’ »ilots in Boston and wovldn't let them leave until two days 
after the designated time. The squadron cleared from Boston on the morning 
of October 10th and made a rather uneventful flight to Selfridge via Buffalo. 
It was a’ good trip, but everyone was glad to get home. 
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' JAPANESE FLYER GETS A TASTE OF BLIND FLYING i 


“One of the »¥ominent visitors at Kelly Field recently was Lieut. Yoshito 
Koboyashi, who has been flying for six years in the Imperial Javanese Navy. 
In addition. to ins»ecting the-routine flying training in the’ various sections, 
he was taken to the miniature range and given a comprehensive talk on the Ob- 
servation and Bombardment features of that work. ‘He eviriced great interest in 
the exnerimental work being carried on by Major Ocker in blind flying. Major 
Ocker ut him in: the whifling.chair and wert.through the: ‘whole curriculum with 
him with his ‘eyes:closed and oten, And ‘then°Llet hii Took into the device con- 
nected wp with the tura indicator or _ he Was convinced that the in- 
strumeni is alvays ricnt. 

.The Japanese visitor remarked that he sata Zo ante to Javan with con- 
siderable more information:about blind flying than he had heretofore had. 
radian 


- BURSUITERS ATTEND Li TC? HOW FOR ROSTRING ARMY CHIEF 


‘The First Pursuit Group, “Selfridge: Field, enjoyed an interesting trip to 
. Chicago on October 22nd, for the purpose’ of attending ‘a farevell luncheon 
given by the Sixth Corns Area to-thée retiring Chief of Staff, General Charles 
P. Summerall. ‘A review was flow for the General - preceding the luncheon. The 
Group consistéd.of Major Brower, Grou Commandér, Leading a six-ship Headquar- 
ters flight of P#12C's, the 17th Squadron with twelve P-120's, the 94th Squad- 
ron with twelve P+-12B's, the 2?th Squadron with twelve P-1C's, and last, but 
not least, a C-9 Trans»ort from the 57th Service Squadron. 

& rendezvous was established over the Municipal Airvort at Chicago with 
the 15th Observation Squadron. Lverythingz worked out fine, all units: of the 
Group arriving at the rendezvous noint with their usual yrecision. “After the 
review, which was flow past. the Stevens:Hotel, the 17th- Squadron yut on an 
exhibition formation over the Loon. General Suwiimerall seenied very leased, 
and so informed all members of ‘the Grou att ‘the luncheon given in his honor. 

The Air Corps has two of its very best'friends located in Chicago, friends 
in the highest sense of the word, namely , Judge K.M. Landis, the baseball czar, 
and his son, Major Reed M. Landis;-Air Cords’ Reserve. ° These to were hosts 
to the personnel of the Chicago flight on’ thé evening: of the 22nd at a dinner 
that will Long be remembered by all those who —_ the: good fortune to be there. 
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MEMBERS OF 94TH SQUADRON WEA? FRENCH DECORATION 


Here and there at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., the home of the lst 
Pursuit Group, Air Corss, the casual observer notes a uniform highly decorated 
with green and red braid. The French Fourragere for to citations is being 
worn by members of the 94th Pursuit Squadron, formerly the 10rd Pursuit Squad- 
ron. "It is to our knowledge," asserts the News Letter Corresvondent, "the 
only American Squadron to receive the citation. This Squadron for its action 
during the World War brought honor to itself and the lst Pursuit Groun. It is 
befitting that the bravery and deeds of those who won tiem be remembered by 
the resent Squadron." 
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36TH PURSUIT SQUADRON ORGANIZED AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


The 36th Pursuit Squadron was organized at Selfridge Field, Mich., on 
October 2nd and »laced under the command of Lieut. Marion L. Elliott, Air Cords. 

This Scuadron of the 8+h Pursuit Group will be stationed at Langley Field, 
Va. The officer and the enlisted »ersonnel of the 36th was obtained by trans- 
fer from the various squadrons of the lst Pursuit Grow). The new Squadron an- 
years to be well on its way towards a reniking as one of the crack organizations 
of the Air Corps, as every man was »~ersonally selected by the commanding offi- 
cer because of some special qualification. 

In keexing with the high standard of the personnel, the 36th is being 
equinned with the new P-6 Pursuit »lane, the latest and fastest fighter Uncle 
Sam possesses. The lst Pursuit Group, long supreme in the air, will have to 
look to its laurels as the new Squadron goes into action. 
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DEATH OF LIEUY. 7M. CALDWELL 


The news of Lieut. William W. Caldwell's crash and death at Lookout, Wyo., 
October 16th, who in comany with Lieut. I.A. Toodring was enroute to New. York, 
carrying the Jananese ratification of the London Naval ettiad was a severe 
blow to the »ersonnel of Rockwell Field. 

Accomanying Lieut. Woodring, Lieut. Caldwell took off from Boise, Idaho, 
October 15th, at 10:19 a.m., Mountain Standard Time, for Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
Severe snow storms were encountered, and in the midst of one the two officers 
became serarated. Lieut. Woodring landed west of Laramie, ‘yoming, and waited 
for the storm to abate. During a lull in the storm, he took off and reached 
Laramie, where he was again forced dovm due to the fury of the elements. 
Another lull in the weather allowed Lieut. Yoodring to reach Cheyenne, where 
he waited for Lieut. Caldwell. after a complete check had been made and ample 
time had passed to allow the »ilot to come in, Lieut. Caldwell was listed as 
Missing, and military and civilian authorities were notified. 

The Boeing Air Trans»ort Comoany >ressed all of their facilities into 
service and a search was inaugurated. Early on the morning of October 16th, 
Lieut. Caldwell's wrecked lane was located, and his body was in the cockoit 
of his shin. Although not many of the details concerning the crash are lmow, 
Rockwell Field officers are of the opinion that, blinded by snot and sleet, 
the pilot became confused and flew his shi into the ground. 

Lieuts. Woodring and Caldwell, both of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, left 
Rockwell Field on October 13th for Vancouver, B.C., where they were given cus- 
tody of the Japanese ratification of the London Naval Treaty. Unon these of- - 
ficers rested the hazardous and strenuous ‘task of delivering this imoortant 
document to lr. Pierre Boal in New York City. In turn, Mr. Boal, advisor to 
the American delegates to the League of Nations Commission sessions, was to 
carry the document across the Atlantic on board the S.S. LEVIATHAN for delivery 
to the British Capital. There was no time to be lost, and the two »ilots were 
pushing through. in the face of insurmountable barriers. 

The 7th Bombardment Group vas very »roud to be assigned such an imortant 
mission, but is very de»ressed over the ‘tragic accident linked with the under- 
taking. .The flight itself will go dom in history as the first time the Air 
Corps has layed such a vital yart in an international situation. 

Lieut. Caldwell's home was in Oakland, Calif. He was born at Lewistown, 
Idaho, Avril 1, 1904; attended the University of California from 1923 to 1926, 
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and entered the Primary Flying School at March Field in October, 1928. He grad- 
uated from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, October 12, 1929, and was 
assigned to the 95th Pursuit Souadron, Rockwell Field, where he has been on 
active duty as a Reserve officer to date.of his death. 
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GRADUATION EXERCISES FOR ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL. STUDENTS 


Graduation exercises for thé latest class to graduate from the. Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, were held in the War Denartment Theatre at 
the field and were well attended. 

Brigadier-General Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General of the Air 
Corns Training Center, made the address to the class. He asked them to main- 
tain the high standards of the Army Air Corzs in taking un their duties as 
military »ilots, and to kee») in mind the contribution the Army has made to the 
 rogress of aviation. 

"The -restige of Kelly Field is second to none, anc the sraduates 

of this School who have gone out before you have made revutations for 

themselves and for the Service, both in the military and commercial field 

of aviation," General Darforth said. "Do the job given you to the dest 
of your ability, and you vill be living uv to the best ideals of the Air 

Corns." 

In citing the many contributions made by the Army to aviation, General 
Danforth pointed out that the niost imoortant recént develo»ment. in the field 
of aviation - blind flying - is the result of work carried on in the Army Air 
Corns by. two local officers, Major W.C. Ocker, »ioneer in the field of blind 
flying, and Lieut. C.J. Crane, inventor of a new device to simolify flying in 
fog. 

General Danforth presented certificates of graduation to the class of 42 
officers and 45 Flying Cadets, and Major Brederick L. Martin, Commandant of the 
Advanced Flying School, presented the Cadets commissions as end Lieutenants in 
the Air Corss Reserve. Major Clarence L. Tinker, Assistant Commandant of the 
School, presented the wings to all excent two of the graduates. Major F.H. 
Poole, formerly Commandant of the School of Aviation Medicine, »inned' the wings 
on his son, 2nd Lieut. John R. Poole, and Colonel I.G. Stone, of Bort Sam 
Houston, »inned the wings on his son, 2nd Lieut. John Ii. Stone. 

A new class of students began training at Kelly Field on October 20th, 
this class consisting of 31 Flying Cadets and two officers from Brooks. Field, 
and 29 Cadets and three officers from March Field, Calif. 
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JOHN L. MITCHELL TROPHY RACE TO BE HELD'AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., will be the scene of the John L. 
Mitchell Trophy Race on Saturday, ‘Jovember 2cend. This sveed contest for Pursuit 
planes is an annual event and is »articioated in annually by members of the lst 
Pursuit Group of the Air Corss, the »rize being the John L. Mitchell Trophy, 
which was donated by Colonel William Mitchell, formerly of the Air Cor ys, in 
memory of his brother who was killed during the World War. 

The winner of this s»veed contest retains the Trovhy in his »ossession un- 
til,the victor of the next year's event is announced. Thus far, eight contests 
for this Troohy have been held, the first one being staged in 1922 at Detroit, 
Mich. ,. and won by Lieut. D.F. Stace with an average s»veed of 148 miles an hour. 
The following. year, during the International Air Races at St. Louis, Mo., the 
late Cant..Burt F. Skeel carried off the honors, averaging 156 miles »er hour, 

The high gpeed record for this annual classic was established in 1924 dur- 
ing the Races at.Dayton, Ohio, by the late Lieut. Cyrus. Bettis, who averaged 
175.45 miles per hour. Incidentally, Lieut. Bettis' name is still associated 
with the world's record for s eed. for airplanes over a closed course of 100 
kilometers, he having averaged 249.542 miles yer hour in the Pulitzer Tro»nhy 
Race at Mitchel Field, N.Y., in 1925. In that year Lieut. Thomas K. Matthews 
won the Mitchell Trophy with an average sveed of 161.5 milos per hour, . 

In 1926, when the Races were held at Philadel hia, Lieut. L.G. Ellicott won 
the Trophy, averaging 160.43 m.2eh. In 1927,'1928 and 1929, when the°Races were 
held at Spokane, Wash.; Los Angeles, Calif. and Cleveland, Ohio, res»ectively, 
Lieuts. W.L. Cornelius, B.H. Lawson and Paul B. Wurtemith. were the resnective 
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winners. The first-named. officer averaged 158.412 miles ver hour,’ Tiewt. | 
Lawson, 154.743, and, Lieut. Wartsmith, 152.17miles per hour. 
4 ---000--- 


MANY RESERVE OFFICERS ON ACTIVE DUTY TOURS AT SAN ANTONIO DEPOT 


During the ast: summer and fall, an unusual. mumber of Reserve officers 
availed themselves of 14-day active duty training periods at the San Antonio 
Air Dect, Duncan Field, Texas, these being «+ .° 

Major Philliv P. Cook, of Paris, Texas, industrial. engineer with the 
Middle West Utilities Comsany of Chicago, Ill. 

lst Lieut. Lamar G, Seeligson, ~irominent attorney of San Antonio, Texas. 

lst Lieutg. J.L. McDovell and A.T. Economy, of the Civil Service at Devot. 

Capt. Thomas H. Jarrell, Vice President of the cereentettsahes io and 
Trust Company, of San Antonio. . 

lst Lieut, Fred D. Wood, of Civil. aie at San Antonio De not. 

lst Lieut, Josef T. Allen, of the firm of Ernst & Ernst, C.P.A., Dallas. 

lst Lieut. iidward R. Stanley, Associate Professor of Oe Engineering, 
A. & M. College, Stlllwater, Okla, ~ % 

Major George R. Gaenslen, City Sever Engineer of San amenities 

Major Frani A. Vestal, with Helium Plant, Bureau of Mines, ‘Mnarillo, Tex. 

end Lieut. Edwin F,, Schneider, Civil: Service at San Antonio Depot. 
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MASON li. PATRICK TROPHY RACE TO BE HLD At GALVESTON, ‘ras. 


The ims contest — Se Mason Me Patrick Cie will be held: én Satur- 
day, November g2nd, at. Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, the station of the 3rd 
Attack Group of the Air Corss.: This Trovhy ‘was presented‘ by the Assistant 
Secretary of War, the Hon. F. Trubee Devison, to be competed for annually by 
the commissioned »ilots of the Third Attack ‘Group. The »survose of giving the 
Trophy the nams it bears was to »érisetuate ie name of Gerieral Mason M.Patrick, 
formerly Chief of the Air Corns. 

The first race for. this Trophy was held at Los angeles Calif., ‘in 1928, 
and was won by Lieut. G.R. Acheson, who averaged a sveed of 139.5 miles per 
hour. The seceand contest was staged.last year during the Air Races at Cleveland, 
Ohis, the winner being Lieut. Ivan M, Palmer, who averaged 140.2 miles an hour. 

Nineteen pilots of the Third Attack Group in the regulation Attack »lane, 
the A-3B, will compete in the s.eed event, which is onen'to members of the Third 
Attack Group oaly. The course over which the Attack »ilots will fly at the 
greatest speed at their: command has not yet been definitely settled, but it will 
be four—cornered, with four »ylon control »oints. The total distance to be 
flowmm is 120 m$les. One of the pylons will be located near the Grow) Overations 
Office at the flying field, in order that the s»nectators may be »rovided the 
best »ossible view of the. race. Another of the »ylons will be located near the 
Group's bombing range.fronting the Gulf, south of the flying field. 

Several Persuit and. Observation »lanes from Kelly Field are expected to 
attend this event. In liné with its importance, and because of the nation-wide 
attention it hgs attracted; the Eombers and Pursuit »lanes will give’ an aerial | 
exhibition on @he day of the race. 
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OBSOLETE AIRPLAWES BOMBED AT CAMP STANLEY 


Ta planes from the 8th and 90th Attack Squadrons of the Third Attack Groun, 
Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, left on November lst for Camp Stanley, Texas, 
to engage in some realistic target practice. 

Twenty coademed airnlanes were arranged on the ground to simulate an’ enemy 
airdrome during war time. The Attack planes bombed the worn-out ‘planes, and, 
it was not long. before.a mass of wreckage Was strem over the area where’ oe 
short time befere was a collection of seemingly good airplanes, 

This is the first time a test lile this’ was ever wadertaken by the Air 
Corps,.and it is-believed important data will be collected on the effect of such 
an attack on an enemy airdrome during time of war. The students in the class 
undergoing training at the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, wit- 
nessed the bombing tests, which were held on November 3rd. ‘Three vhotogranhic 
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airplanes from Kelly Field, carrying resaresentatives from the . yuna News. Reel 

agencies, circled’ the bombing area at‘a high ‘altitude and ‘photograhed the bomb- 

ing. Many officers from Kelly Field went-to Camp Stanley early in the morning 

and took u» »vositions in treetons and on hillsides adjacent to the bombing area, 
Bee Yee 


VICINITY OF FORT SILL CONVERTED INTO SHELL TORN BATTLEFIELD 


No official re»vort is available as-yet on the restlts of the bombing 
conducted in the vicinity of Fort Sill, Oklahoma, during the latter part of | 
October. The News Letter Corres ,ondent -from:Post Field, in briefly caine. <n 
on this subject, states that bombs weighing from 100 to 2,000 »ounds were. 
droyx2ed at altitudes ranging from 4,000 to'15,000 feet. Everyone was anxious 
to see one of the large bombs exnlode, and they got their wish. Now, if it 
ever rains enough to fill up one of the holes, there will be a good swimming 
hole on to: of one of these granite gooher mounds. © : 
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REPRUSENTATIVES OF AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY VISIT MATERIEL DIVISION 


The following re oresentatives of manufacturing or; anizations were among 
those who visited the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton,’ Ohio, recently, 
for consultation with engineers: 

R.W. Gibson, Waco Aircraft Co., Troy, Ohio. | 

Walter Bishop, Jr., Warner Aircraft Corp., Detroit, Mich. 

A.R. Roake and E.E. Lewis, Eclivse Aviation Cor>., East Orange, U.J. 

Robert Insley, Continental ‘Motors Co., Detroit, Mich, ie 

W.W. White, Standard -0il :of New: Jersey, New York City. of 

T.P. Wright, Curtiss Aerovlane and Motor ‘Corp., Garden City, N. Y. oe. 

Burdette S. Wricht, Curtiss-Wright Comsany, Washington, D, Bessa. 

T.E. Tillinghast,.Pratt-& Whitney Co., Hartford, Conn. 

W.S. Allison, Kinner Motor Corp., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Walter E. Lees, Packard Motor Car Co., Detroit, Mich. 

G. H. Brodie, Packard lotor Car..Co., ‘Detroit, “Mich. 

G.E. Laurence, Pioneer Instrument Co., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Richard Gelzenlichter, Boeing Airvlane Co., Seattle, Wash. 

Victor Bertrandias and Eddie Rickenbacker,: Fokker Aircraft Co., N.Y. ‘City. 

J.M. Miller, Bendix Company, South Bend, Indiana. © 

Leigh Wade, Consolidated Aircraft Corp., Buffalo, N.Y. 

C.A. Cover, Douglas Aircraft Co., Santa Monica, Calif. 

J.E. Sctiaefer, Stearman Aircreft Co., Wichita, Kansas. 

S.P. Lyon, Thomas-Morse Aircraft Co., Buffalo, W.Y. 

Orrin E. Ross, Keystone Aircraft Cor., Bristol, Pa. 

Noticing the name of Eddie Rickenbacker anong the manufacturers! renresen- 
tatives who were recently in consultation with Wright Field engineers, one can- 
not help but reflect upon the strange vagaries of fate. Here is a man, the 
foremost American war-time aviator, who svecialized in shooting down Folker 
planes, destroying no less than eleven of them, and yet, twélve years later, 
we find him associated with the manufacturer of these German nlanes, who is now 
engaged in making better and bigger »lanes for this country. "Truth is stranger 
than fiction." ; 
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WIGHT FIELD-E.iPLOYE. TOURS: EUROPE VIA sae Acuna 


William Inglehardt, of the Statistical ‘Unit, ‘eiveriet Mesibien. Wright 
Field, returned recently.:from a four-months' bicycle tour of Europe,. including 
sight-seeing in France, : ‘Belgium, Holland, Germany, Lithuania, Russia, and a 
cruise along the coast of..Morocco. He and a comrade worked their way.over a 
portion of the route, having the unique exyerience of helping harvest on a . 
Lithuanian farm... He was particularly impressed with the amount of commercial - 
flying in Germany, and saw the famous*Dornier DO~xX with ‘its telve motors and. 
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WASHINGTON NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN SPEAK THEIR PIECE 
ye the News Letter Corresvondent 


In the Air Cords tows Letter. of July 2nd, William J. Hahnel presents an. 
interesting nicture of service in the Air Corvs today, particularly as it strikes 
. the Reserve Officer who has seen little or no active duty since the war. 
Hahnel says, "An imaression I had that the Air Corgs enlisted men are primarily 
“mechanics, cannot drill, and have not the military bearing found in other 
branches of the service, was quickly: disvélled.". It is true that the day has 


“passed when the Air Cords personnel might be regarded as a veculiarly. individu- 


alistic group, skilled nerhaps in direct flying duty, but Aker aes. concerning 
the mumerous other branches of military science. 
; This introduction is an attempt to come gracefully to the subject of a- he 
' Little modest boasting for. ‘our own outfit, the 47th Division Aviation, at Felts ~° 
Field, Spokane, Washington. Now that we have stumbled on the subject. of air. " 
service proficiency in endeavors generally conceded to be the »rovince of. other - 
branches, wé are reminded of one or two instances in ‘o0int, right here .in the | 
Squadron. For’ example, the Governor's Review. This event is held the second 
Sunday of the annual National Guard encampment, at Fort Lewis, Washington, and 
all outfits extend themselves to produce an extra creditable performance, The 
busy mechanics of: the-116th Observation Squadron are occupied at. the hangars | ~ 
from early morning until Retreat, often with extra duty in the evening, and 
have less. time to devote to »erfecting drill formations than any of the other _ 
Divisional units. But there is plenty of Esprit de Corps in the’ Squadron, and as 
where its revutation is affected the men may be devended unon to verform to. the 
limit of their ‘ability and training. ‘This accounts for the fact. that. when the 
Reviewing body at this year's camp made public their oninion as to the troops 
“presenting the best formation, first place went to the Division Aviation. 

This was commented u»on as follows in the official report of our Regular 
Army Inspector: — 

“The 116th Observation Squadron, with the 116th Photogravhic: Section,were, — 
given first place at the Governor's-Review and were rated first in camp polite,’ 
which, considering the work necessary on the airotenss and at the hangar, is iis 
‘an exceptional record.". 

‘The: training of an Observation Squadron mrobably demands greater imowledge 
of: the other arms than. is generally required from Air Service units, as a great 
deal of the work is in direct cooperation with a ground arm. The. facilities © 
offered this ‘unit to function as. Divisional Aviation in the tactical ‘oroblems 
at. the annual encampment at Fort Lewis, and the further opportunities. extended | 
by Colonel Partello,. of Fort George Wright, to work with Regular ‘Army_ Infantry, 


. have permitted us a'tyve of training not possible in all National Guard ‘units. 


In our first years at Camp Lewis, on target »roblems with the Divisional Artil-. 
_lery, we found at the beginning some skeoticism reg arding the. value of Aerial 
Observation on targets.’ 

This has been entirely disvelled, and we now.find the artillery commanders 
eager to work with: us, and as concerned as we are over the careful understanding 
-of the routine of air-ground communication which is so essential in a successful 
shoot. The officers of the Squadron have made many friends among the personnel 
of the 146th and‘148th Field Artillery commands. It has become a.nleasant custom . 


SS of the camp for the Battery officers to entertain the flyers at-a, dinner early 


in the- first week of camp.” ‘Pilots, Observers and Battery Commanders get to- 

gether. afterward, and a general discussion of all »roblems arising in the ordi- 
- Mary: course of an artillery adjustment takes jlace. -We have found that the suc- 
- cess of a shoot is in direct relation to the mutual understarding of pilot, ob 


‘>. server, and. battery commander, regarding the various phases of the exercise to.. 





.. be performed by each »articinant. Where. -thorough- understanding exists, pak ye 
- todperation follows, and a successful exercise: becomes a matter of simple routine;. 
and where cooperation is lacking, it is amazing what trivial details of commni- - . 
cation’ will entirely upset the *orogress of a »roblem. 
Ps, In the field of actual training with artillery units, the 116th Observation 

“ Squadron believe that there is not a more experienced Squadron (either Regular. 
Army or National: Guard) than our om unit. ‘The major part of our training at the 
past four annual encampments has been actual artillery adjustment in the field. 
. We, challenge any Squadron to compare records with us on total number of completed 
i artillery adjustment »~roblems; or” 6n the mumber of trained vilots and observers . 
in their officer personnel qualified by field experience in this essential 
= feature of observation training. ' 

Baty ° “This ae ‘oe, Division Aviation Was : ‘called on to the. full extent of equip- 
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ment and »ersonnel during the general exercise at the close of camp, involving 
all arms. The »roblem this year was a Command Post exercise, centering on the 
regiment in defense. The Squadron furnished hourly battle reconnaissance from 
12: M. June 25. Seventeen revorts were delivered by dros ed message to units 
in the field. These messages formed a scheduled part of the exercise, and 
were delivered by the Umpire to the Operations Officer at stated intervals, 
testing the unit on its facility in administration - handling details to get 
the message on its way - and on the ability of the »nilots to search out well 
concealed combat units, secure satisfactory identification by panel or other 
means, and deliver the message on time to the proser Command Post. Each of 
these missions was executed accurately and strictly on schedule. 

Artillery adjustment came early on the schedule at the 1930 camp, and the 
previous experience of the observation teams and- battery commanders enabled 
them to work through their problems in record time, thus giving more officers 
an opvortunity at this important »vhase than ever before. Major Haynes planned 
his training »rogram so that all officers were given at least one assignment: in 
the air, and to serve-:at least once in liaison cavacity with the battery. The 
work of the air officer at the battery aids him materially through the better 
understanding gained of the ground hases of the exercise; and the presence of 
an air officer at the commmications section of a battery assigned to an air- 
plane adjustment problem often furnishes valuable assistance to the ground 
battery command, radio, and »anel sections. : 

For three days during the concentrated training with field pe re ay Lt. 
Dwight Smith, Photograshic Officer, was called on reveatedly at unexvected in-~ 
tervals for emergency »hotographic missions. The »hotogravhs required were 
chiefly verticals of battery positions before, during and after occusation. In: 
several instances, Lt. Smith had the »vrints developed and delivered to the 
proper officers in their “0sition in the field, within an hour after receiving 
the order at the hangar... It was discovered.that valuable information was reveal- 
ed by these verticals. In one instance »shotographs taken over an area in which 
a battery had moved to a concealed »osition, the traclks- left in moving in came 
out so clearly in the ~rint that the »osition vas disclosed. Another vertical 
plainly showed burned grass areas directly in front of concealed guns. 

One of the interesting missions »erformed this year was an adjustment. 
vroblem at Fort Warden with the National Guard Coast Artillery, involving the 
twelve, ten and six inch guns.. Fort Warden is some sixty-five miles,.airline, : 
from our base at Fort.Lewis. In a similar roblem last year, aerial observation 
was maintained throughout the annual Coast Artillery exercise, but the air cor- 
rections were not actually emvloyed during the »roblem, being used only as a 
check on terrestrial observation after completion .of the shoot. Such a method: 
includes obvious difficulties for the observer. Gun corrections are made.from 
data other than ‘his, and in his attem»t to reconcile such corrections with his 
sensings, he naturally concludes that he has erred in judgment of distance,and 
in a further attemot to fix his error by a comoarison of. the burst and his: own 
correction, he merely becomes more confused. 

This fault was pointed out by Major Haynes, and at this year's exercise it 
“was stipulated in the »roblem order that only air corrections be employed on the 
guns. 

Iwo trips to Fort Warden, »revious to the »roblem, were made by the obser- 
vation team. All phases cf the exercises were discussed by the »ilot, observer 
and battery officers, followed by a thorough test of radio commnication, in 
which test semsings were employed. Major Dohm, the battery commander, and Lieut. 
‘Grey, Regular Army Instructor at Fort Warden, e-tended the visiting observation 
team every courtesy, and went carefully into ‘the details involved:in the exercise. 

Major C.V. Haynes, »ilot, and Caztain Robert Oven, Observer, worked the’ 
problem and were glad to call it a day after six hours of close work.in the cock- 
pit of the O2-H. One direct hit with the ten-inch guns, at 12,000 yards, was 
‘secured ~ the first ‘direct hit in:any problem fired at Fort Warden in a number 
of years. Some phases cf the exercise may: be of general interest, as this mis- 
sion differs in many resvects from adjustment with field artillery. Eight shots 
are fired in all, from both the twelve and. ten-inch guns. The "K" factor, or 
“time constant between shots, on the 12-inch gun, for example, is about forty 
seconds. The observation on the shot must be made and relayed to the battery 
in fifteen or twenty seconds at most to be of any use. The corrections for the 
first four shots are averaged by the officers at the battery slotting room, and 
usually reach the gun at the fifth or sixth shot. The code message must be 


rapped out with accuracy in the vlane, as there is little time for repetition, 
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and also’great »robatility ‘ofa ‘reneated message being interoreted at the 
plotting room as another sensing. As corrections in range are estimated to 
ten~yard intervals, the code is also more. »rone to miginteroretation than when 
employing the larger unit corrections. of field artillery. During the »rogress. 
of this exercise at Fort, Warden, “shotograxhs of the shell impacts are taken at 
each shot, from a fixed »osition on the tug which tows’ the target. The. con- .. 
stant relation: in direction and distance of. the camera from the target, and the 
consequent determinable angles, gives sufficient triangulation data to solve .; 
for the: ‘error in range for each. shot, with an average error in this computation 
of less ‘than a-yard. A hard.and fast:.chec!s.of the accuracy of all obseryation’ 
during the:exercise is thus. secured. Lieut. Grey's discussion of this year's 
exercise gave the air service credit for considerably higher average estimates ° 
than any »revious records of terrestrial obscrvation over the same range. The 
airplene corrections were received at the »lotting room.at an average interval 
of. less than fifteen seconds after impact. 

'It was officially noted.at the critique that the exercise had demonstrated 
both the advantages of airslane observation in this tyxe of shoot, and the sat-. 
isfactory standard of training af »ersonnel in the 116th. Observation Squadron, 
evidenced by the work of:the observation team. The revort of the Regular Army. 
Inspector for the encampment included a statement that the observations in this 
exercise in many instances. coincided almost exactly with the photogra xhic record. 

ut ‘the final »aragraxh of the Inspector's renort verhays carried the -most 
satisfaction to.every.nember of our unit. .In »arazrayh ‘five he said: "Tt is con- 
sidered that the organizations (116th Observation Souadron and 116th Photographic 
Section) are: ‘ready. to take on field immediately for offensive combat service." 
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ibaa SERVICE SQUADRON COMES TO LIFE. AGAIN 


The: 67th Service Squadron, Air: Cords,- was siemens and organized at. 
Kelly Field,.San'Antonio, Texas, on October lst. The Squadron was made un of . 
enlisted men in various grades and ratings in'the Air Corps Unassimged, General 
Assignment Group, stationed at Kelly Field, and consists of 172 enlisted men oa as 
under the command of Lieut. Max F.-.Schneider. 

At the wresent time ayoroximately half of the enlisted men are on detached 
service at Randolvh Field. The July,.1930, Army List and Directory shows the 
67th Service Squadron as nart of the inactive 8th Pursuit Group, which with the 
end Bombardment Group, forms. the 2nd Botabardment Wing with home station at 
er veeat, Va. = 


_ SEVENTH BON BARDINT GROUP ENGAGES IN ‘MANEUVERS 


Cooperating with the 63ra Antacassenatth ‘Rigtnont of the Coast irtillery:. 
the 7th Bombardment .Groujp,. stationed at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., en- | 
gaged in.maneuvers on October 13th, 14th and 15th for te wurnose of testing 
the latest: anti-aircrait equinment. 
“One flight of Pursuit was stationed at the United Airvort, Burbank, Calif., 
to intercept attacks made by the llth Bombardment and 95th Pursuit Squadrons. | 
Three missions a day were flown, one in the morning, one in the afternoon and”: 
one at night. On each of these missions, the flight consisted of three Donde 
and one flight of ‘yrotecting Pursuit. Pursuit escorts were not flow on the af 
night missions. The assaults on the airvort were made under varying conditions 
and at varying altitudes. The final results of these exercises have not Cer, 
prtiaet, but both forces claip victory. © 
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JUNGLE PETS AT FRANCE FIELD, PANAMA 4 
.The list of jungle-born ets which one may see around France Field, Panama, 
is a long one. Boa constrictors, honey bears and raccoons are & common sight,’ 
but it remains for Cornoral Schviendinger and the 25th Fombardment Squadron to 
have the only collection of living wild deer to be found on any Panama Canal - 
Army.,ost.. Two does and a buck comprise the zoo, and the tro does have the ° 
distinction of being decidedly air-minded.~ Qne doe was brought from David, 
Republic de Panama, by planc, while the other vas picked up, asa fawn, by two 
Navy flyers vata down on a  comated island bigger by The buck is a local’ 
2 ec ha Bee Rie. hs, 
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SEVEN AIRPLANES ESTABLISH CONTACT OVER WHOLE STATE IN: ONE MISSION 


- Army airmen stationed at Maxvell Field, Montgomery, Alabama, recently »er- 
formed a rather umsual mission of éstablishing contact with »oints throughout 
the whole State of Alabema in‘one mission, thereby demonstrating to the general 
public how the Air Corms goes about its work. 

This mission is described by the Maxwell Field OBSERVER, -yablished : by the 
personnel of that field, as follows: 

"In cooperating with the American Legion Posts of Sadat, seven planes 
were dispatched bearing drop messages to each of forty-four towns scattered 
throughout the State of Alabama. At some predetermined voint the local Legion 
Post had established a Command Post at which a distinguishing panel was dis- 
played upon signal from the airozlane, the-message being. drom.ed at the »vanel. 
The: planes had a definite time schedule laid out for arrival and devarture from 
each town. Over 2,500 miles were flown, all over strange territory, using the 
ordinary 25-inch State mans, and every plane arrived at the stations assigned 
either at the apnointed time, or a short time prior thereto. 

Enthusiasm over the project was State wide. At many towns the school 
children were given an unscheduled recess in order that they might watch the | 
airolane as it came over to deliver its message, and the Commanding Officer of 
' Maxwell Field received telegrams from the Legion Posts advising of arrival. of 

the ships. It is hoped that,since this mission proved so successful in 
Alabama, it may be carried to the neighboring States, thus building up.a net- 
work of contact points, ready for instant operation in case of emergency. 

; This is a vivid testimony to the ability of the modern Army vilot, and. to 
the effectiveness of the training schools in building men canable of navigating 
an airjlane. It is valuable in that it demonstrates to the civilians that 
Army airplanes can be disvatched to their assistance upon exceedingly short 
notice, and that these airplanes can be depended won to arrive at their desti- 
nation. It creates confidence in our orga@nization and leads the way to added 
mutual understanding between the Army and: the »nublic, forcing the latter to 
‘realize that in time of floods, riots, sickness, etc., Army planes are ready 
and capable of coming to their assistance, unconsciously establishing a reali- 
zation of the peace time necessity for the. Army, aside from the issue of 
“preparedness.” 
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SAN ANTONIO-AIR DEPOT A BEEHIVE OF INDUSTRY 


During the months of July, August and September, 1930, the Ingineering 
Shops of the San Antonio Air Dezot, Duncan Field, Texes, overhauled a total of 
74 airplanes and 202 engines, and revaired 69 airplanes and 207 engines. The 
following: tabulation will tend to show in. detail the work done at the San 
Antonia Air Devot: during the third quarter of the Calendar Year 1930; | 











Type of J@wly ° - August Sentember. Total 
Airplane Overhauled Repaired Overhauled Rexsaired Overhauled Repaired .O R 
A~3 3 3 2 4 ,' - .. = 
A~3B - 1 > 2 Be 2 2 6 
BI-1 a. 1 3 ~ 3 3 9 4 
C~1-C ~ 2 =" -  # 1 - 3 
C-7 - 1 - - ~ - - il 
0-9 ~ 1 - - - - - 1 
D.H. ~—" - ~ - -S. L 5 1 
DH-4M-2 1 ~ ~ 2 ae - i 
DH-4M-2P - - 1 - - - 1 - 
DH-41-2T 4 4 - - - 8 = 
Fleetster - - - . ~ - + j 
Fokker - = - - oo: 3 - 3& 
ee -— 1 a - i 
yas a. - . aie r aD 
—— Ce - - - ae 1 - il 
eh ne aoe o , Dye — 2 * 2 0g) Soule 
O2-H ~ Ne 3 prrctig & 4° a* 2 6 9 
en - ae ‘3 - ~ - 3 
02~M an far = ae See ue 2 aes ; bes os 2 
o— ** s ee ee ee - Se BRR 

To be F'w'd 12 16 13 19 14 15 - 39 50 


ek ee ee a a i a 


re ee a” ae 








it 


Type of July Auguet ‘s e t atv er “Total 




















Airplane OQverhauled Re naired Overhauled Revaired ’ Oetiegaled Revaired QO: RB 
Porwarded $12 — Se Socal ote gene hehe 18 IM .L5 39. 50 
O-19B° - i - SUNK Sate Pemeerees 2 - 8 
P1-D 1 m 3 “ ea | ‘1 ‘SB. 1 
Pl-z - =: ae ea 1 - > - 
P1-F ‘1 _ - ~ 3 - ye 
PI-1 -- 2 ~ - -, - - 2 
PI~3 1 1 2 t- 4 a “aad . 6 i il y 
PI-LSA 9 1 a ae 3 3 er 1: 4 
PW-9D- Q- a * . 2. - - ve Bit 
PW-9C- _- Sg : ae = te - dus 
Total © 26 24 “20: at. 25 18 74,» .69 
Type of 
Curtiss D-12 43 a 30 1 23 - 9% 3 
Liberty we 68 - 7? < 45 - 190 
Wright-E - 3 - ~ - - - 3 
Wright J-5 22 ra 3e 3 34 2 94 «63 
Wright J~6 5 1 3 . 4 6 12 7 
Wasp - ~ - 1 - - - 41 
Total. -.“- .: 70 76 th 81 61 ol 202 207 
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ARMY anacsi ALMAYS OM THE a0. 


‘Two items which eyeared. ina recent issue of Ane Vaxwell Field OBSERVER 
bears eloquent testimony of the fact that the job of the Army airman of today. 
is hardly calculated to keep him close to where the home fires are burning. 
Between ferrying airplanes across: the continent and going out on varied flying © 
missions, tactical and otherwise, ample on nortunity is afforded to test the. 
truthfulness of. the: time-worn assertion that NAbsence: makes the heart grow . 
fonder." ‘ 

One of the personals in the’ OBSERVER is to the effect: that a certain 
Cantain came back to the »ost by train on a Sunday night from Santa Monica, 
Calif., to which »lace he had ferried an 0-22 Observation »lane. Farther down 
in the same column, under the cantion of "Last Minute Social Item," a pears a 
squib to the effect that the Missus wishes to announce that the Cantain is 
visiting in her home for! several: days me that: posaatiy: a tea in his honor 
will be: announced later. 
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“WORE ABOU maar KELLY FIELD ~ CROCKER? GOLF MATCH 


The battle of words heen Fort Crockett ‘and. Kelly: Field came to a- ehh 
when the Kellyites, headed by their Commanding Officer, Major Frederick L. 
Martin, swooped down into Galveston, ~»repared to do or die in the atteunt. They 
were met at the flying field by Major eaten, aul ‘Johnson, who sparta them into: 
Fort Crockett,» <¢. 

. At the entrance to the Post, the satelite startled gaze fell upon a 
funeral cortege in full.array...They were ordered to dismount and take a last 
look at the. deceased, who: was calmly resting in a black casket surrounded by Ye. 
Gods Own Chosen People, the Third Attack Group Golfers. ‘The invading divot 
diggers were undismayed by the sisht of. their dead “hoves" and with fierce de- 
termination swept the chosen ones off their feet, winning six of the ten matches. 

It is not lmowm if Major Johnson ever até any of the worms mentioned in 
the mnasienee to - Golf Representative at mane 2 Field. 
(-=+000——— ‘ 


ent, ¥. D. pong senegnbens: as one of ties euthorities on commminteattone 
in the Air Coms, who has been ‘stationed at Kelly Field, is being transferred 
ne _— he trsceul for. » he- bcs pel - ee a comminications unit at that field. 
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THIRD ATTACK GROUP STARTS RADIO BROADCASTING 

The Third Attack Group, stationed at Fort Crockett, Galveston, meine and 
commanded by Major Daven ort Johnson, Air Corps, has adopted an effective method 
of disseminating aeronautical information, there by oromoting greater interest on 
the part of the sublic in aviation matters. 

Each Wednesday evening, the Third Attack Group Orchestra »lays over Radio 
Station KFUL, Galveston, Texas, and offers eutertainment in a program knom as 
the Fort Crockett Hour. Fifteen minutes of this hour are devoted to a talk on 
aviation by some officer stationed at the ost. 

Officers who have already a:yeared before the microphone, and the subjects 
they covered are enumerated below: Captain S.J. Idzorek, "Attack Aviation, Its 
Foibles and Fancies;" Major Robert C. Murphy, "Parachutes;" Major Charles E. 
Brenn, "The Medical Side of Aviation;" Lieut. John P. Whitely, "Aeronautical 
Engineering;" and Cantain James F. Doherty, "Commercial Aviation and Its Aid to 
the Community." 

Each program presents a different sveaker with a now tonic. That this 
broadcasting is apreciated is evidenced by the fact that large numbers of 
letters are received by Station KFUL, comuaending these vrograms and requesting 
a continuation of same. 
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CONTRACTS FOR NEW AIR CORPS EQUIPMENT 


The Assistant Secretary of War, the Hon. F. Trubeé Davison, recently an- 
proved two contracts for new equipment for the Army Air Corps, involving an 
exrenditure of $235,209.07. One contract, amounting to $214,892.38, awarded 
the Wright Aeronautical Corooration of Paterson, N.J., covers 40 Wright air- 
cooled "Cyclone" engines, Model R-1750-P,. with spare parts and engineering 
data. Twenty of these engines are to be installed in a similar number of 
Fokker single-engine Cargo type »lanes, while the remainder will be used for 
spares. 

The Detroit Aircraft Cornoration, Detroit, Mich., will receive a contract 
for an additional Detroit "Lockheed" fest single-engined Transport lane, at a 
cost of $20,316.69, including engineering data. This plane will be equipped 
with an air-cooled tyse SR-1340-8 Pratt & Whitney "Wasy" engine, and an improved 
landing gear. This contract was avarded for the pur»ose of esmmaatrannch further 
service tests on a Trausvort of this »varticular tyne. 
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SUREEEEAL HEADS VISIT WRIGHT FIELD 


Wright Field, reins. Ohio, was visited on October 10th by almost one 
hundred industrial executives and bankers as wart of a tour of imortant re- 
search laboratories arranged by the National Research Council, Division of 
Engineering and Industrial Research. Maurice Holland directed the tour, which 
was made by special train and boat. Lieut. Sanwel P. Mills, Chief of the 
Technical Data Section, Materiel Division, Wright Field, was in charge of the 
field inspection of the various laboratories and test plants, as well as the 
nrogram of entertainment.: : 

The group was welcomed by an address of Brig.-General H.C. Pratt, Chief 
of the Materiel Division. Following the field inspection and luncheon, the 
party was taken to the hangars and viewed an air exhibition. Lieut. Mills de- 
scribed the various air maneuvers by: radio and a loud s eaker ‘system. Members 
of the party, which included reoresentatives of the leading industries. of the 
country, exoressed themselves as enthusiastic over the work being carried on by 
the Materiel Division. 

---000--- 
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HOW THE HAT-IN-THE-RING INSIGNIA CAME INTO BEING 


According to Caatain Rickenbacker, »remier American "Acé," the old insignia 
of his famous 94th Aero Squadron, which was called the Hat-in-the-Ring insignia, 
was conceived as follows: 

Major John Huffer, the Squadron Commander, suggested Uncle Sam's traditional 
stove-pine hat with the stars and stripes for a hat band. Lieut. Walters, of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., the Flight Surgeon for the Sqadron, said ~ "Why not the hat-in- 
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the-ring, signifying that American flyers have tossed their hat anto the ring 
as a challenge to the aerial activities of the eneny?" 

With arousing cheer,’ the. Squadron officers gave their ap oroval. ‘The next 
day Lieut. John Wentworth, of Chicago, made uo some-drawings of the insignia, 
which was destined to strike terror into the hearts of the flying EBoche. 

---000---" 


A TRUE RADIO STORY 


The wonders of radio were well demonstrated at France Field, Panama Canal 
Zone, recently, when Cantain Edwin F. Carey, commander of the 63rd Service 
Squadron, found himself unable to attend a dinner given by his old National 
Guard Cavalry troop, held at the Elks Club in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

* On the night of the dinner, Captain Carey asked Corporal Farwell, of the 
25th Bombardment Squadron, if it: would be »ossible to get New York on the 
Bombardment Squadron's radio. Farwell »romised to try. A short time later, 
Farwell called Cantain Carey and told him that he was in touch with an overator 
on Riverside Drive, New York City, who was asking as to what message the Cantain 
wished to have »shoned to the dinner. 

Cantain Carey sent his regards and seiadeiiainih his regrets at not being able 
to attend. The New York operator came back with a renly that there would be 
sent Caotain Carey a list giving the names of all those attending the dinner, 
and mentioned such names as Brigadier-General M.D. Bryant, brigadier-General 
Charles D. DeBois and others. Catain Carey said that these names mentioned by 
the oxverator proved beyond’ a doubt the authenticity of the: contact. Needless 
to say, the Captain is now | thoroughly "sold" on radio. 

‘=== 000——— 


WAR DEPARTM@NT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: Major George Lovell, Jr., Assistant military attache, 
Rome, Italy, to duty at Langley Field, Va., effective February 25, 1931. © 

Catain Aubrey I. Eagle, Lanwley Field, to Washington, D. C., to anpear 
before Arny ner oplae re for examination. 





Field, Va., amended so as to assign er to Wright Fiold, tevton Ohio. 

Orders assigning Capt. Dudley B. Howard to Scott Field amended, assigning 
him to Wright Field. 

lst Lieut. Phillivs Melville, Assistant Wilitary Attache for Air, Havana, 
Cuba, to Langley Field, Va. 

lst Lieut. Hilbert M. Wittkon from Hey York University, New York Sity, 

to Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif. 
. lst Lieut. Sanuel P. Mills, Wright Field, to New York University, New 
York City, for duty as student. 
, lst Lieut. Gilbert S. Gravos, Philiysines, to Hars. 9th Corps Area, Presidio 
of San Francisco, Calif. 

end Lieut. William J. Clinch, - Mitchel Field, to Crissy Field, Calif. 

end Lieuts. Eugene H. Rice, Guy F. Hix and George R. Geer Sram ABt Cors 
Training Center to Dodd Field, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Clarence K. Roath, Letterman General EMTS pe to proceed to 
his home to await retirement. . 

Orders assigning 2nd Lieut. Charles Sommers from Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, to Mather Field, Calif., revoked. © 

Orders directing 2nd Lieut. Jerald W. McCoy to sail from New York City to 
Panama, December 2nd, revoked. ¥ 

2nd Lieut. Elwood R. Quesada from Office’ Chief of the Air Corns to Havana, 
Cuba, for duty as Assistant Military Attache for Air. 

end Lieut. John F. Fite from. Fort ‘Crockett, Texas, to March Field, Calif. 

Reserve Officers ordered to extended active duty: To Maxwell’ Field, Ala.- — 
end Lt. Charles M. Gravatt, Nov. 1,'SO to April 4,°1931; 2nd Lt. Philip A.Roll, 
Jan. 5 to June 30, 1931 -- To Langley Field, Va. 2nd Lis. Dewey BarSlo, Dec. 29 
to June 27, 1931; Willard J. Venen, Dec. 30 to June 28, 1931; 2nd Lt. Wallace 
S. Dawson, Nov. 15 to June 30, 1931 -- To Fort Crockest, Texas, 2nd Lt. Wm. G. | 
Catron, Jan, 2-June 30, 1931 -- To arcs Sam Houston, Texas, lst Lt. Norflest G. 
Bone, Nov. 23-May 22, 1931; end. Lt. Thomas’ J. Parkes, Dec. 2-May 31,1931 -- To - 
Rockwell Field, Calif. 2nd Lt.’ Carl B Fry, Jan.2-June 30,1931 -- To Marshall 
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Field, Kansas, 2nd Lt. Earl Edward Myers, Oct. 20-June 30, 1931: 
Promotions; Rani from November. 1, 1920. Yo Cavtain: 1st Licutanants 
William A. Hayward, “dmend P. Geines, Harvey W. Prosser, Clayton L. Bissell, 
Horace §. Kenyon, Jr., and Leland C. Hurd. 
---000--- 





A MOST UNUSUAL MOTHER 


irs. George Campbell, of Anadar’co, Olclahome, mother of Donald Cambell, one 
of the two Flying Cadets killed in a lane crash on August 18th last, was »resent 
at the graduation exercises at the Advanced Flying School which took »lace on 
October llth. To each of 25 members of the graduating class who came to the 
Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field four months ago from March Field, Calif., 
with her son, she presented a leather wallet. Another son, George Campbell, Jr., 
has just begun graining at the Primary Flying School at Srooks Field, Texas. 

---000--= 


STATUS OF INSTRUCTION OF OFFICERS OF ARMY ‘AIR CORPS 


Statistics recently com iled in the Office of the Chief of the Air Corns as 
to the status of instruction of Air Corns officers in service schools as of 
Sertember 30, 1930, disclose the following: 

Graduates or students of Army War College - 17 field officers 

Graduates or students of Army Industrial College - 12 field officers, 23 
company officers. ; : 

Graduates or students of Command and General Staff School, 67 field offi- 
cers, 11 company officers. oe ak ok tk 

Graduates or students of Air Corns Tactical School, 59 field officers, 

70 commany officers. PRD pat ost 

Graduates or stucents of one or more of the Air Corys Technical Schools - 
25 field officers, 265 coupany officers. 

Graduates or- students of teclmical or other courses at civilian educational 
institutions, under 127-A of National Defense ‘Act, 5 field officers, 52 company 
officers. 

Graduates of foreign service jee :< one field officer, 2 company 
officers. 
_ ~=e 000--— 


TO CHECK AIR NAVIGATION MAPS 


Tvo Air Corns officers, lst.Lt. Harold G. Peterson, from Mitchel Field, B.Y., 
end 2nd Lt. Elvin F. Maughan from Podt Field, Fort Sill, Okla., are now on tempo- 
rary duty in Washington for the »urvose of checking air navigation maps. 

An a-yproved Air’ Cors -yroject for the Fiscal Year 1931 .calls for the comila- 
tion and printing of 8 Air Corns strin macs covering the following routes: 

March Field, Riverside, Celif., to. Yuma, Arizona. 

Washington, D.C., to Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Montgomery, Ala.. to Monroe, Louisiana, 

Monroe, Lovisiana, to Dallas, Texas, via Shreve7ort, ‘Ta. 

Dallas, Texas, to Midland, Texas. ; 

Midland, Texas, to El Paso, Texas, via Pecos, Texas: - 

Fort Sill, Okla., to Midland, Texas. 

Middletown, Pa., to Buffalo, N.Y. 


It is estimated this »roject will involve about a yearts work, the comila- . 


tion work on each may requiring ay :roximately six weeks. The Engineering Re ro- 
duction Plant in Washin-ton makes a compilation of mans from various governzent 
sources. in Washington, and the Air Corps has considered it desirable that each 
route be flighte-checked and corrected by actually: ‘chegicing each feature which 
can be. used as a landmark, in order to insure that. there are-no errors. 

It is provosed that the two officers above named »roceed first te check the 
Middletorm to Buffalo route; and at the end of that time return to Washington to 
discuss the procedure they employed and have their work coordinated by the Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corss. It is delieved that with the ex xerience obtained 
by these officers in checking the first strip man and the course of procedure to 
be followed in this line of work definitely established they would be qualified 
to proceed to check the remaining seven maps, 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Selfridge Field, Mi Oct. 31th: 


: On Oct. ‘24th an event took place at Selftiage Field, the like of which en 
never been seen here before, namely, three complete tactical squadrons of 18: 
planes each, plus a Headquarters element consisting, of the Group Commander’ and 
his Staff, took the air all at the same time and engaged in a tactical problem. 

On Oct. 27th, the 17th Squadron flew a denonstration formation over Detroit 
to help the local Navy personnel to celebrate “Navy Day". | 

Old man weather stepped in the other day end took a “mean swipe" at Self- 
ridge Field and vicinity, kind of giving us.a taste of what's in store for us 
in the future. This little antic. caused a corisiderable run on Air Corps Supply 
for heavy clothing. 

Speaking of tactical training a ‘little while ago, we forgot to mention that 
the Group is doing plenty. We are engaged in a very active training program, 
which consists of two periods of Group .training each morning and a period -of 
Squadron training in the afternoon. AIl conceivable Pursuit tactics are being 


_ tried out, and tactics and attacks of anything from single ships to a group are 


being perfected. 

17th suit S$ n,A.C.3: On October 5th, Lieuts. Warburton and Burns 
departed under the ron of. Lieut, Richards for Seattle ,»Wash., to -ferry back 
three new P=l2's. On their return they reported a. very trying trip because -of 
the fog throughout the trip, but also an.enjoyable one. 

On October 18th, Capt. Hoyt departed for Seattle in command of ‘an element 
to ferry three new P-12C's back to Selfridge. Capt. Hoyt: reported: ‘perfect fly- 
ing weather throughout the trips and it must have teen because he nina” the 


.. following Friday. th, 


On a personal atinennien.:. Lieut. “Warburtor ‘found that ‘landing detes dark 


: and. in a snowstorm besides, .wasn't.a very good policy... "He has dccided not: to go 


on any more for a month, a rather. opportune decision we ‘think, 

Lieut. Coleman is back en duty:.again. after an operation’ ‘for accute: tidound 
icitis which proved to be very . successful. nae 

The Squadron now. has. eighteen P-12C's.. Bvaty- one is. quite ‘élated;* ‘as this 
is the first time in a year. and.a half. that the 17th ‘hada full squadron, At 


. the present time we have more airplenes- than nilats, ‘which, is something news On 


the 18th, Lieut. Reed flew toe. North. Carolina, | a trip. that had been’ planned for 
a long time. Lieut. Van Auken went to New Jerse’ the same week-end; 

Selfridge Field opened: its first season of football as a post team 6n Oct~ 
ober 11th, when they met the Doughboy egeregation from Ft. Wayne. Selfridge 
wing formation, B had little trouble. in. running a a Score. The geme ended 51-0 
favor of Selfridge. 

In the next game, October 1ith,. una ‘with, an ‘Independant, ‘team from: Post Huron, 
a little too much confidence on the. part of Selfridge’ and an aggressive ‘team 
opyosing them made: the outcome. doubtful... Port, Huron. thade,, ‘most of ‘its yardage 
around the ends, but the Flyers! defense ti tenetl up at. the* crucial moments . 
After some hard fought periods, the game ended 0.4.0...” 

The following Sunday, Selfridge ‘encountered ture yl Johnson's team at Scott 


Field. The game started with a beng and Selfridgé scored in the ‘first quarter. 


Scott tightened up and held Selfridge. until the end of the half, when ‘two: touch- 
dowms were scored, one a pass: to Meehan, Farly: ‘in the second half, Scott ‘scored 
on a long »ass, which made it 19-7. Selfridge got mad and started to work, <A 


- lateral scored a touchdown and again, one minute before the end of the game, a 
‘pass behind the line netted ano ther spare... Hen the. whistle blew’ it was meme 


favor of Selfridge. 
‘ Selfridge boasts a light, hard’ playing. backfield, and art: ‘aainiianaes Line. 

The, wing positions stand improvements. but experience is showing results, Lieuts. 
Meehan, Harbold and Ramey..are acting as. coaches, with the Managerial end being 
conducted by "Johnnie", A.T. Johnsons | 

. Selfridge. journeyed. to: Chanute to, mect ‘Y higetion Straubel's schoo) boys on 
November, 24, and the result Wes a real, fodthall game. . 

. Selfridge got the jump-at. the start -and began a march down ‘the fielas * Cha~ 
nute tightened up and stopped all. progress. ‘when a fumble gave ‘the ‘ball to Chanute 


’.. om the twenty yard line. .- Chanute kicked,’ ‘to our “thirty yard‘ line. ‘Selfridge 
took the ball down the field for: a: geventy-yard march, where Saums scored, The 
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kick was blocked. 

In the second quarter:Selfridge got the ball on the fifty-yard line'on an 
exchanze of kicks, A pass, Algren to Everett; nut the dell on Chanute's ten-varq 
line... Chanute Nprated" -and "held for downs" on their one foot line. » Chanute's 
kick. went out-of bounds on their own twenty-rard line. Selfridge took the ball 
‘over in four plays, The kick was -egain-blocked, At the end of the. half. it was 
12-0, favor of Selfridge. The sétond half opened with Chanute reviving. We 
are not:sure what "Augie" told his school boys in between the half, but they 
certainly emerged with blood in their eves.~ With Denham and Griswold hitting” 
the. line and catching -a short, flat: pass, Chanuté: marched. to‘Selfridge's goal 
line, but were held, Selfridge got off a poor kick, leaving. Chanute within the 
sseoring zone.’ They-took advantage of the ‘situation and séored.* Griswold scored 
the extra point on a line play, Denham and Griswold again’featuring. Selfridge 
received the kick-off and dropned it: -Aftertwo line attempts Selfridge kicked, 
Again Chanute started for thé: goal: line, ‘but.were stoppedi °»Selfridge made. one’ 
march but lost the ball ora dropped ‘pass over. the end zone’ when the quarter end-~ 
ed. The fourth quarter was a defensive act on the part of Selfridge. Chanute 
was after a score and passes were their means of .effecting ‘same. They reached 
Selfridge's twenty-yard line with fourth dowm and time:for. one play. The pass. 
Was grounded and Selfridge took. ‘the. — on: ante own: ment -yare Line: as the. 
game ended 12-7. 

. 94th Pursuit, Souadron A. Cer ad Lieut. Fagin: Os. Geloenneii, diinecialenitie.,. re- 
ported for duty and was assigned ta-the 94th Squadron. ‘He.is a uw graduate 
of. Kelly and we all extend-our wishes for his:sucdess..° ~ 

Lieut. A.T. Johnson, flying a Douglas C-1, had a forced sian at: Chartute *- 
-Field, while ‘en: route-to ‘Selfridge.:.-He was.‘in charge of the Post football. team 
on its invasion of, ‘Roots Tields we was: homanane. wen when wneane trouble 
developed. tb eget 

a The following eniitee: rm ‘the ecncamiieannamals grades were’ ieate ‘on Oct. 
4th. To Staff Sets.: Sgts. Emery Desloges;. Charles Jauga and William Hofman. 

To Sergeants: Coks, Edwin. Baker; Alfred:Strom and Edward Bruce. To Corporels: 
William Schultz; Richard. — Charles: Schatz and John Anderson. -- ° ; 

57th Service. Squadron,A.C.: : The. 57th Service Squadron: gave.a dinner in the 
squadron mess on October. ‘20th. in honor of-.Lieut. and Mrs. Walter, E, Richards on 
the eve of their departure for their. new station at Mather Field, Calif.: The: en- 
listed personnel and their wives had: all..pfficers, and ladies of the squadron as 
guests. Capt. Riderick N.-Ott, the. Squadron.Commander, acted as master of cere 
emonies and presented Lieut. Richards with: a wrist: watch from the men in the : 
squadron. 

The first streaks. of..gloomy dawmthat bore: the ennounpenent: of the opiate 
of October, gave-.no hint-.of the roseate thirty: days the 27th. Squadron was” to: ex 
perience, The condition,. time-honored and-accepted- by custom, in which anxious: 
pilots clemored for ships. that did not exist. was vet in effect; and. vetéran . -°- 
crew chiefs sadly carassed crasent: wrenches grown, rusty:-from disuse, No mark’’. 
of distinction had.been bestowed. upon -any.of-a dezen illustrious’ pilots for the 
preceding month. In short,..things looked anything but bright for the Squadron. 
. -: It is a long lane that. has no turning, however, and scarcely was the month’ 
under way when the Gods.of. Fortune turned upon us: the smile that-had lasted: for 
the remainder of: the- month. . First in this avalanche: of. fortune. was the announce~ 
ment that ali the P-1's:on. the:field were to. become:the. property of the squadrot. 
For the first: time inthe history of aviation, .the: 27th Squadron sallied forth: 
on the fossy fields of ahemaasthe with ate pent. vere n wraee of eighteen 
airplaness:: = .°: 

_ -+. *fhe, Squsdconta: ouuen for wor onan meee iat: distinguished pilots has been 
satisfied, -and:more;-- The:first and most distinguished of these honored men was . 
2nd Lieut. C.L. Brignall, who, by judiciary. conduct on,.the ‘local Golf Links, : was 
appointed Golf Aide'and.given Golf Leave. Lieuts. George:F.: Smith and Bryant lL. 
Boatner were unanimously elected Squadron Playboys in-honor of :distinguished .: . 
cross-country work, Lieut, Lidster was elected. permanent President of the Lost 
-and Found By Telephone Club by virtue of recent‘navigetion research over the 
barren ‘wastes of Central. Michigan.. Lieut. W;R. Morgan hes:proven beyond. doubt 
the value. of his-heretofere doubted. smoke candle process, ‘This. process says: =: — 
the originator "can easily be adopted to _drygoads stores and stock rooms", 
Lieuts, Davis and licGuire kave practically completed an invention that will, we 
are told, revolutionize the tactical situation. This inwention will, by the use 
of snonge rubber bullets, decide the critique conductor. No more will the state~ 
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ments be deubted when an irate. nee leader Shouts: “that Ihe shot down the First 
Flight. : “yes Fy 64 . eer 

Capt. Blessley has rapidly: soduned command of the 27th Squadron and assures 
us that in the future this: organization will wohold traditions and will maintain 
the same ‘remarkable standards: ray conduct and efficiency. ' 


Luke Field, ?. . oe October LOtH: 





Capt. George P. Salaant A. LC, ‘was ordered back to the mainland on the Novem 
ber 15th Trans»ort, and ‘abstened to Langley Field, Va., ' Capt. Johnson was Com~ 
manding Officer ef the 23a Hombardment Squadron and. then made ‘Commanding Officer 
of the 4th Observation Squadron, when that organization! s commander sailed for 
the mainland. 

Capt. Ulysses G. Jones, A.C., assumed command of the 4th Observation Squad— 


- ron vice Cant. Georg ve P, Johnson. 


lst Lieut. Harold F. Rouse, has just completed a two months! ‘course at the 
Cooks and Bakers School, Schofield: Barracks,’ + ime 

Upon the formation of two new org ganizations at Wheeler Field, three officers 
were transferred from Luke Field = 1st Lieuts. Hobert H. Finley, John H. Dulligan 
and 2nd Lieut. F., Edgar Cheatle. 

Tech. Set. ‘Gabriel Klemp,’ who was retired from ‘the Military Service | on July 


‘Slst last, was killed in an automobile accident in Honolulu. Sgt. Klemp had 


been in charge of the parachute department fora few years prior to his retire- 
ment. Although he became separated from the service, he accepted a Civil Ser- 
vice appointment and. remained in charge of that. department. His untimely loss 
is felt keenly By his many friends and admirers to whom he was- known as Tony", 

_ On Sept. 17th the following promotions of non-commissioned officers, were 
anrounced. -TO_ SERGEANT: Cpl. A.J. Oldzanowicz, TO CORPORAL: Pvt. Ist Cl. Oscar 
Morrissette, in the 23d Squadron. On the 22d the following promotions were an- 
nounced in the 72d Squadron, ~ TO STAFF SERGEANT: ‘Sct. J. Robinson. TO SERGEANT: 
Cpl. Jd. Schmidt. TO CORPORAL: Pvt. Ist Cl. E.G. Burdett and Pvt. J.L. Donley. 
On Oct. 8th, Set. Russell M. Highiey was promoted to Staff Sergeant,65th Squadron 

‘Training ‘for September consisted of »rectice flights of pilots to maintain 
their proficiency and flights for training of aircreft crews, including armament, 
administration, airplane mechanics and other duties ‘of enlisted nersonnel. All 
non-commissioned officers received instruction in physical training, and the 
troops received instructions in close order drill. - 

Nineteen non-commissioned officers were selected ‘to take a course in Aer- 
ial Gunnery. Lieut. E.G. Johnson is in charge of the instruction. They have 
completed the ground course this month and hope to fire the prescribed course 
from the rear cockpits of the LB-6 Bombers during the coming month. ; 

On September 27th, ten new Observation airplanes arrived at this station. 
Members of Luke Field had been waiting a long time for the new ships. The first 
test flight was made with lst Lieut. John W. Warren-at- the controls. These 
olanes are for the 50th Observation Squadron, which will be reorganized in the 
near future. 

Inter-squadron competition, for the: KUNTZ-MOSES athletic Memorial Trophy 
commenced on the 29th, when thé Basketball League opened. Teams representing 
Staff, 4th, 23d, 65th and 72d Squadrons, and the Recruit Training Center are 
entered, The playing this year has, been exceptionally good. The present stand- 





ing of the League is as follows? ‘23a Sq. Won 3, lost 13 65th Sq. 2-1; 4th Sa. 


1-1; Staff 1-2; 72d Sq,'1-3; R.T.C. 0-2, 
. The Sector Volley Ball Leazie ,* ‘with teams representing Forts, Shefter, De- 
Russy, Armstronz, Ruger, Kamehaméhd and Luke’ Field have just completed the first 


. half, Iuke Field isn't far behind, and we still hope to carry away. the honors. 


The standing of the League is as follows: Ft, Shafter won 4, lost O; Luke Field 


5-15 Ft. Kam, 2-13 Ft. Armstrong, i- 23 Ft. DeRussy, 1-43" Ft. Ruger’, 0-4. 


Kelly Field, San Antonids Texas. ov. “Sths 


. 


Maj. Willis Hale and Lieut. Arthur Mnnis of the Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps; Capt. Ralph Weems and Lieut. James T. Curry of Langley Field, Va., 
and five officer observers fron-Ft.: Sill, Okla., were visitors at Kelly Field 
this week, They came to witness the bombing tests at Camp Stanley. . 

Capt.’ J.K. Cannon and Lieut, 0. Pe Wevland left Kelly Field Oct. ‘Bist, by 


‘rail, for Wright Field, Dayton;“0.; for the purpose of testing experiitiental 
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airplanes at that station. ke oie . foi. 
Lieut- General Werner von Blomberg, ‘Commander of: the First: Division’ ‘bE ‘the 
German Army, accompanied byi Col. Erich. Kuhlenthal,’ G2 of the German General. 
Staff, was a visitor at Kelly Field, Monday, Oct. 20th. He. was‘received with” 
the customary cannon salute and inspected the activities of the Post. An Attack 
and Pursuit formation gave an exhibition of tactical flying for. the visitors. 
Maj. C.L. Tinker, Assistant Commandant of the Advanced Flying. School, and 
Major S.E. Brow,li.C., Kelly Field Flight Surgeon, left Kelly Field last week | 
for their new station, Mather Field; Calif. .- 
‘Lieut. Y.H. Taylor returned to Kelly. Field from leave of absence, Oct. 30th,’ 
Lieut. J.R. Drumm returned to Kelly Field after two, and one-half nonthe., 
leave of absence. , 
Lieut. H.R. Baxter has‘ returned $oin ‘s a ciliata leave. oh cs ‘ 
The following-named enlisted men of Kelly ‘Field have gane to Chsimite , Hela, 
I1ll., to take the course at the Air Corps Technical Schools. Pyts. Be sad POORRAE. 
C.H. Williams, W.K. Kiltner, and A.E. Pfinninger. s: * 5 ort 
Set. Fred A.Lindsév, a member of the Air Corps Training. Center Band, ‘left : 
Kelly Field for foreign service .at Panama. 
Congratulations of the entire 40th. School: eerie “g0. o, ‘Staff Sat. Avert, 
B. Burt who was married Oct, 21st. 
Pvt. Lawrence E, Todd, 4lst’School Squadron. returned ‘to. Kelly Fiela from. 


Chanute Field, I11.; where he took a course at. the Air Corps Technical : School. - he 


A Hallowe'en dance for enlisted men was held at the’ Kelly Meld hostess 
house on the nig ght ‘of. Oct.: 30th. tie 


“$3 


Fort Crockett Te Oct. 15 aie: a 


The Fb. ‘Ccockstt focthala. “tenia; ‘6tti tiie Area ees for 1929, plaved two 
more games. The ‘second geme: of the season was with the strong Beaumont Toggery. 
team and ended in a 6-6 tie. .: The third geme of the season was with the ‘Brooks 
Field eleven and resulted in.a 7-7 tie. Both. teams were unable to open upon ..... 
account of: a sticky, mid, 7 field, Although the Crockett’ eleven used: a. defensive 
policy throughout: the’ ‘game, in, an attem»t to wear their o-yonents down, they 
were not outplayed ina single quarter. Everything points toward another’ suc~ 
cessful seas¢n. forthe Ft. Crockett team. - 

Six planes of the Third Attack Group, led by Maj. Davenport Jornson, tlow 
to Aberdeen, Md., recently. where they paesichpebed in the Ordnance Bey ier 
cises held there Oct. 2, 10 and ll. 

The Third Attack Group is receiving six new officers, recent graduatés from 
Kelly Field. They are! 2nd Lieuts, Robert A. Bolyard, Roscoe R. Burley,.: ‘Charles 
E, Causer, Walter Cc. Kent, | Same] §. Muckols and John M. Schweizer, Air. Corps 
Reserve. : , iby Fo aes dell ty Tae 


Fort Crockett, Texas, Nov. lst: 


The Ft. Crockett football team suffered some severe beatings in their last 
two games. On Oct. 19th they met the Little. Hurricanes’ in the first game for’ 


the city chemvionshin and were swamped to the tune. of 15-0. “They were favorites .' 


to win by a twelve point lead before the game. On Oct. 26th, they lost’ to the 
Houston Sporting Goods eleven by.a'score of 7-6. The Flyers appear to-have lost 
all spirit and interest but,ne vertheless, they are working hard and may. snap out 
of it by the time the tournament starts at Ft. Sam Houston. The line has’ been 
strengthened with the :addition of Walter C. Kent, 2d Lt., A.C.R., who arrived | 
from Kelly Field’a short time ago.:. Hé is coaching the line now and. his excel~ 
lent work is showing results, 

The distinctive charm of simple. elegance’ prevailed in the bridal setting of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Hancoek's handsome home on Wednésday ' evening, Oct, 29th, 
for the wedding of their daughter, Imcille Winnifred, whose marriage to Lieut. 
Robert K, Tavlor, 3d Attack Group, was solemnized at: 7:30 P.M. ’ Among). those in 
attendance were Lieut. Dick.Reeves, best man; Lieuts. Dave: —; Dadar Beal, 
Frank Everest and Rely: Stearly. be See ‘ 


2 eee +4 


San Antonio Aix Depot., sisi Field, Texas s, Oct. arth: 


During their recent: visit. of inspection of the Air ‘ibe Mrainine Center 
at San Antonio <sisien it aas Benjamin D. Foulois, Asst.Chief of the Air Corps, 
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end Major W.G. Kilner, Executive, Office of the Chief af the dir Corps, were 
guests of Brig.-General Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General of the Air Corps 
. Training Center,. and iiejor A.W. Robbins,: Commanding Officer of this Denot, re= 
spectively, and were also guests at a luncheon given at the Depot on October 
~ (%a,-in connection with the regular monthly conference held at this Depot on 
suprly and maintenance in this Area. e 

..’ Oa Oct. 15th the Depot received the honor of a visit from Licut.-—General 
von Blomberg and Col. Kuehlenthal, of the General Staff of the German Army, who 
were interested in viewing the activities of the Ingineering Shops of this 
Depot while on their recent formal. visit to Ft. Sam-Houston and the Air Corps 
Training Center. 

' Maj. M.F. Davis and lst. Lieut, L.P. Whitten of the Office of the Chief of 

the Air Corns, visited this Depot on Sept. 29th and Oct. 6th, respectively, 
' ferrying 0-11 airplanes to this Depot from the Boston Airport, Boston, Mass., 
‘ and leaving here by rail for the Douglas Airplane Co.'s factory at. Santa Monica, 
Cal. 

Maj. Charles M. Roberts, Commanding Officer of the San pears Arsenal, 
and lst Lieut. J.L. Holman, of that establishinent, were informal visitors at 
this Depot on Oct. 10th, being desirous of onamining certain technical opera- 

- tions in our EIngineering Shops. 

Maj. Robert W. Grow, 12th Cavalry, Mrs, Grow and their young son, Robert M, 
of Ft. Brown, Texas, spent the week-ond of Oct. 18-19 as guests of Capt. Warner 
B. Gates and family at this Depot. 

Capt. Victor H. Strahm and 2nd Lieut. Thayer. S. Olds, A.C., were visitors 
at this Depot on Sept. 26th, from Selfridge Field, Mich., ferrying in two P~1B 
planes, and leaving here by rail.for the Boeing Aircraft Co.'s plant at Seattle, 
Wash. bars 
Capt. D.P. Muse of Maxwell Field, Ala.,. en route on cross-country from that 
station to March Field, Calif, stopped over at this Depot, Oct. 16th to 19th 
for engine repairs, . 

lst Lieut. Wm.N, Amis of the Air Corps Materiel Division Headquarters, 
Wright Field, Ohio, visited this Depot, Oct. 15th end 16th on cross-country and 
conferred with officers of the Depot on airplane and engine overhaul matters, 
leaving here Oct. 17th for Ft.Crockett, Texas. 

Capt. Walter H. Reid, A.C.,Instructor with. the 36th Division Aviation, 
Texas National Guard, Houston, ferried a BI~l plane of that organization to, 
‘* this Depot, for repairs, on Oct. 21st. 

. ‘2a Lieut. Charles K. Moore, Ft.Sill, Okla., was on Nemmnmene duty at this 
. Depot Sept. 22d to 30th, conferring on and studying Air Corps supply matters, 

.Lieut. Charles H. Payne, Naval Air Reserve, accompanied by Capts. Floyd A. 
Wilson and James L. Giffin, Air Corps Reserve, on cross-country in a Pan-Amer- 
ican Bellanca monoplane from Mexico City, stopped here Oct. 23d for emergency 
repairs to their equinment. 

Congratulations are in order for Capt. Charles E. Branshaw, our Chief In- 

gineer Officer, on his promotion from lst Lieut., received on Oct. 6th. 

‘lst Lieut.’ Thomas Hi Chapmen and family are a recent addition to this Dee . 
pot's circle, having been. welcomed back on Aug. 17th from a tour of foreign ser- 
vice in the. Philipoines. They are no strangers to this vicinity, as Lieut. Chap- 
man was on duty at this Depot for over three years prior to his Philippine tour. 
While en route. to this station, Lieut. and. Mrs, Chapman were the recipients of 
congratulations upon the arrival of a little daughter, Olga Mary, born.at San 
Francisco on Aug. 6th, 

‘Capt.: Joseph W. ‘Timmons, Jr., our Quartermaster, returned to the. Depot on 

Oct. 7h from a leave of absence of omens: two months on a visit to Montana... 


Rockarell Pield, Coronado, Calif... Oct.- a th: ‘ 


General Fechet landed at Rockwell Field on Oct. 6th for a sont conference 
with:local officials. The General . seeeial solo, ferrying one of the new, BT2-B 
ships to the east coast. 

-” An aerial review and Aahtsiavieghien by. the 7th Bombardment Group was can~- 
celled at his request, General Foahat left this station on the 7 continuing 
his flight east. 

Rockwell Field officers were einen the opnortunity to observe vombing ex~ 
periments conducted by the Navy on Oct. 8, 9 and 10th. Two de-commissioned 
destroyers were used as targets for light bombs and machine gun fire. Fifteen 
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officers were sneake of. baa deny ngeli: ay on beard or aircraft tender "Aroos- 
took", ‘The exveriments were very successfully carried out and were highly  edu~ 
cational to those who witnessed them, 

. On Oct. 7th, Lieut. William Groen,Jr., of Rockwell Field, took as his bride 

aioe Mabel Sirmons of Whittier, Calif. 

. Lieut. Groen graduated from the Air Corps Flying School on Oct. ‘12, 1929, and 
Was ordered. to Rockwell Fieid, where he is on duty with the llth Dombertnent 
 Squadren... Three members of his squadron, Lieuts. R.E. Selff, R.K. Urban and C.B, 

Davis, were in attendance at the wedding, lending somewhat of a military atmos- 
phere, 

. Lieut. end Mrs, .Groen are now at home to their many friends in their Coro~ 
nado residence, 

. & dance in honor of Maj. and Mrs. Barton K. Yount was held at the Officers! 
Club on Oct. 10th. The Club was attractively decorated with potted palms, ferns 
and pepper boughs. A six-piece orchestra furnished music for the occasion. 

_- This was the first dance held at the Club for some time, and all enjoyed 
themselves. inmensely. The entertainment committee is planning other lively af~ 
fairs in the not~-too-distant future. 

Lieut. S.X. Robinson, tennis representative of the Post, is quite tusy col- 
lecting a team to enter in the newly formed Bay City Tennis League. 

Considerable interest has been shown in tennis by the Post Officers, and 
Rockwell will be creditably represented. Future matches are planned with teams 
from Crissy and March Fields. 

. The 95th Pursuit Squadron received seven of the new Boeing Pu120's, These 
ships have been painted with the squadron insignia and, in addition, the flights 
to which they have been assigned have them all decked out in flight colors, 
Ships that were assigned to flight and element leaders are rapidly being equip~ 
ped with two-way radio. sets. 

"A" Viicht of the 95th Pursuit Squadron has completed ground gunnery, Nine 
pilots fired both preliminary and record. The entire course was completed in 
nine flying days. Due to the short time allotted for practice and adverse gun~ 
nery weather, the scores made were not as high as could be expected. 

Lieut. Joseph G. Hopkins, 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, received 
orders from the War Department, transferring him to Mather Field, Sacramento, 
for duty there, Lieut. Hopkins attended Columtia. University for two years. He 
served on the Mexican ‘Border in 1917, and in the 27th Division, A.-E.F. in 1918. 
In 1925, he was graduated from the Air Corns Flying School and was sent to Self- 
ridge Field, Mich, For the past two and one-half years Lieut. Hopkins has been 

_at Rockwell Field, He was married to Miss Ernestine Hunker last December, 

It is with deep regret that we bid "Hoppy" adieu and trust he wild drop in 

to see the "old geng" often. 


Fairfield Air Depot, Ohio, Nov. 1st? 


Maj. A.L. Sneed departed Oct. 27th for Santa Monica, Calif., from which 
place he will ferry an airplane. back to this station. 

Capt. Edward Laughlin has been commanding the Post during Maj. Sneed's 
. absence, 

Lieut. Frederick M. Hopkins, ere C., and Lieut. Kenneth S. Stice,.5.C., 
made a cross-country trip to Cleveland, on Oct. 28th for the yangone of visiting 
the meteorological station at the Municipal Airport. 

- Lieut. Hugh 4. Bivins spent a fourteen-day leave of absence hunting in 
North Carolina. 

Capt. John L. Corbett, Post Quartermaster, returned from Texas on Oct. 25th, 
where he has been recovering from hay fever and asthma. 

2nd Lieut, Harvey C. Eads, Air Reserve, completed a two-weeks' tour of ac~ 
tive duty on Oct, 30th. 

Mrs. Jemes Hunt gave an interesting talk on contract bridge at the Army 
Bridge Club which was held on Oct. 21st at Side Slip Inn. 

The second dance of the season, a "Tacky" Hallowe'en dance, sponsored by 
the Wilbur Wright Officers’ Club, was “nela at Side Slip Inn on Oct. 31st. 

The Station Supply Officer, Lieut, John 4, Austin, A,C., reports that the 
main Station Supply Stock Room located in the new Engineering Shops Building 
is now in operation. The Non-Expendibie Record Section and the Receiving & 
Shipping Section are getting ready to move into their new quarters. 
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Followin,; are a few of the visitors in the pas tuo; ; Weeks tt 

Lieut, McConnell, Norten Field, flew in for some*minor repairs on Oct. 30th. 

Lieut, Domey with eight: passengers: in a C7 airplane departed.from this sta~ 
tion for. Bolling Field ona cross-country mission from Mitchel Field on the 30th. 

Capt. Voss, Chanute Field, and’ Lieut, Asp.,F. A.D.,. departed | ori a. ¢ross-coun- 
try mission on Rogers Field on the 30th,": 

Lieut. Wright and Lieut. Meyer from Maiebvel 1 Field, flew. in to this sta ‘tion 
for major overhauls on PT-1 ‘planes. 

Lieut. Longfellow stoped en route from Scott Field to Boliing Field of the . 
llth of October, 

Lieut. Hewitt, Little Rock, Ark., arrived for major overhaul on .an 02H air- 
plane on Oct, 18th. 
_ Lieut. Humphreys, Selfridge Field, flew to F.A.D. on Oct. 17th for a major 
averhsul on a P-10 airplane. 

Lieut. Morrison with Pvt. Erard from Detroit, Mich., arrived October 17th on 
‘Q cross-country mission. 

Lieut, Griffith, Selfridge Field, arrived-Cct,. 27th at this station for a 
major overhaul. on a. 0-9 airplane. 


4 ‘ 


Prato Vield Sie Canal Zone, Oct. 1lth: 








reer the new Foreign Service Two-Year Policy threatened to decimate the 
post as far as enlisted personnel was concerned, local expectations were rather 
upset, ina smmich as the total strength of the Field continues more than that 
authorized. Hach month finds France Field well represented at the Casual Camps, 
but the transports slated to carry. men back also bring fairly large detachments 
of new men. , 
The comminssioned personnel hes proven an ‘excoption. Three Air Corps of- 
ficers were’ reassigned to. posts in the United States and only one replacement 
was entered on the Officerst Roster. © Major Roy Brown was relieved from France 
Field ond assigned to the 2a Corps Area, Governors,’ Island, N.Y. 1st Lieut. 
. Malcolm Stewart was sent to Chanute Field, Ill. while lst Lieut. E.E.’ Harmon 
will be located at Mitchel Field, N.Y. Maj G.R. Tressel, the Field's Dental, 
Officer was relieved and send to Madison Barracks, N.Y. : 
lst Lieut. R.E. Nugent, formerly ‘of -the 20th Bombardment Squadron, Langtey 
-Field, Va,, is the new Air Corps Officer to arrive. He'was assigned to the 25th 
Bombardment Squadron. The Quartermaster Corps’ was supplemented by Ist Licut. 
Charles F. Fletter, who comes to the field as Officer in. Gha arge. of ‘new construc- 
tion. ‘ 
The baseball season is “now well under wrk the teams of. various organ- 
izations battling for first place in the Inter-Squadron League. The opening 
- game was an epic that qualified for a chapter in Post history. The. 63d Service 
Squadron and the 25th Bombardment Squadron provided nines for the ‘Ynitiel effort. 
The Affair was a ball geme witil the fourth inning when, with the bases full, 
Pvt. Bowman of the Service Tcam, knocked a high one into deep left and, incidcn- 
tally, into the ton of a Palm tree, The ficldcrs, in¢luding right, were still 
looking for the ball when Bowman topned the homé platter, bringing three men in 
before him.: The ball is still in the tree and. the Service men taok the gamé 
19-3. 
1st Licut. Robert T. Zanc, formerly of the 25th Bombardment Squadron, was 
relieved from the squadron and placed on DOL as Aviation, Advisor to Governor 
Burgess of the Panama Canal. Lieut. Zanc.-is now stationed at Balboa. 
. The following changes took place among enlisted personnel: 

"Mth Observation Squadron: St.Sgt. Pinsent assigned to: Ft. Crockett, Texas; 

St. Set. Thacker to Mitchel ’Field,N.Y.; Mr. hice Butcher arrived from Bolling. 
Field, Washing ton, D.C. 
24th Sur cult Squadron: Mr.Sgt. Haney assis ened to Langley Field, Va., 
St.Sgt. Maidel to Marshall Field, Kans. 
25th..Bombardment Squadron: St.Sgt. Adcock assigned to Maxwell Field, Ala. 
St. Set. Rice to Selfridge Field, Mich, ; ia Set. Parker from furlough in U.S. 
‘to Kelly Field, Texas. 

63a Service Squadron! St. Set. Lesaiiell assigned to Brooks Field, Texas? 


| St.Sgt.. Schuler to Bolling Field, D.C.3.St.Sgt. Carroll arrived from Brooks 





Field, ‘Texas; St.Sgt. Peterson. from _e Field, Washington, D.C. 
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ikitchel Fielc, :L.1.,N.¥., Oct. 3d: - 


Report has it that the Mejor-Inspector, who dropped in to look-us over last 
week, landed his Amphibian with the wheels up. The inspection, was, however, 
contrary to all expectations.in viewof the -accident,. very thorough... And so, 
nartly in the spirit of revenge end mostly because we feel the honor richly de~ 
served, we aré nolishing un our dumbell for a trip to Washington... .- 

The lst Squadron spent twenty days, Oct. 10th to 30th, on gunnery and bomb- 
iing-at Aberdeen Proving Groundé,Md. The Squedron, which hac traveled partly by 
air end vartly overland, concentrated at Aberdeen on the 10th and began work 
promptly next day. Three ranges were laid out far enough anert so that the front 
reer gun anc bombing could be carried on at the same time. The unique feature 
of the plan was a-range for -the front guns on which the targets could be faced 
in any direction. This range was very difficult to construct, as thé base lines 
ran through swenm and forest, but once built it was well -worth the trouble, as 
results show. rvie “> 

Although the weather was not always favorable, once the ranges were finish- 
ed, not a dar was lost. nde: pe 

Results so far, with the sock still to shoot: 100% Qualified: 7 Experts, 

5 Sharvshooters, 1 Marksman. This: same Scuacron feiled.to qualif;; a single man 


_lest Spring. 
. The Perachute Depertment has growm weary of making gags for the Retréat Gun. 
The Post Dumbell, they claim, is avarded for tricks often less dumb than shoot- 


ing off a muzzle-cover. And they suggest that. the next culprit be awarded a 
life-size muzzle- -cover to be worn at all meals, say for. one week. 


Fairfield Air Depot. Zoirfield.Ohio, Oct. 16th: 


‘Lieut. George v. UcPike, Depot Supoly Officer, departed’ Oct’. 13th dy air on 
a tour of inspection of Schoen Field, Indianapolis, Ind.; Chicago, 11.3 St. Paul, 
Minn.; Kansas City, Mo.; Ft. Riley, and Ft. Leavenvorth, Kans. . 

Lieut. and Mrs. Russell .M. Greenslade were guests of Lieut. and Mrs. Welvin 
B. Asp for the »est severel. dairs.: Lieut. Greenslade formerly stationed Bf! ‘this 
Depot, was en route to his,new station, Chanute Field. 

Capt. and Mrs. John M. Clark, A.C., devarted for. their new station at Mather 
Field, Calif. Best wishes of the Post go with them, 

Lieut. Melvin B. Asp returned Oct. 9th from Kelly Field, Texas. He ferried 
to that station an 0-11 airplane, overhauled at this Denot. 

Lieut. Gerald P. Young, Air~Res., served a two-weeks" tour of: pore duty 
‘at this Depot, being assigned to the Engineering Department. 

Major A.L. Sneed, Commanding Officer, left Oct. 16th in a P+1C on a tour of 
inspection. - 

Capt. John L. Corbett, Q.M.C., our. Quartermaster, is on sick Leave at Ft. 
Normoyle, Texas. During his absence Capt. Geo. E. Thompson. Q.M.C.,°from she 
Philacelphia Quartermaster Depot, has been on temporary. duty here é?: . 

The ‘first formal "Get Together" Dance of the season sponsored by thé Wil‘vur 
Wright Officers! Club was held at Wright Field on Oct. Sa. The dence:is the 
first of a series of seven for the season. .; a 

Oct. 9th, a Golf Tournament was held between the officers living on’ the 
Post and those living in tom. The "City Slickers" won the match fror the’ “‘iume 
Boys" rather easily, After the tournament, the losers entertoim d ‘the winners 
with a stag dinner at the Club. After the dinner, movies arid. various” gomes were 
enjoved. 

"The Ladies! Golf Club of ‘the Depot lost .a match at this station with the 
ladies of the Dayton Country Club on Qct. lst. A return geme was played at the 
Dayton Country Club on Oct. 13th. 

‘" The first meeting of the Ladies! Bridge Club was held Oct. 7th at Side 
‘Slip Inn. New Officers were elected for the coming year. — 
" Visitors at the Depot during the est two weeks were: ; 

General James E. Fechet, Chief:of the Air Corns, and Capt. Raker on a cross- 
.country flight from Hashincton in a BI2 airplane on Oct. 10th. 

Major C.L. Tinker of Kelly Field,. Texas, who nemimed there. with an 0-11 
airplane overhauled at this station,. . 

Lieut. Milo McCune,. formerly of this. aia now ' gtationed at Langley ‘Field, 
Ve., arrived Oct. llth, ferrying an A-3 airplane from Bolling Field. 

Lieuts. L.E. Dunlap and C,W. O'Connor, from Langley Field, visited this 
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station on Oct. 4th in an 4-3 airplane, 
_ Lieut. Samuel C. EFaton,Jr., arrived Oct, 4th from Chicago returning to 
Pittsburgh, Pe., his home sietion. 

Maj. Davenport Joknson cf the 3d Attack Group,_leading a flight of.seven 
A-3's from Bolling Field, stopped Oct. 10th at this Depot en route to Ft.Crockett, 
Nichols Fielc, P.I.. Oct, 6th: 

Headquarters Detachment.4th Composite Group: The Inter~Souadron Baseball 
series is well under way and the Hq. team apnears to have an easy time defeating 
the champions of the past year. 

The sailing.of the October transnort will remove frem the environs of Nich- 
ols Field and Manila two well know figures - St.Sets.Craig and Gaspard, It-is 





hoped they will enjoy the surroundings of their new homes. 


28th Bombardment Squadron: During the past week the squadron was busy with 
lancscape garceninz plans. The work is progressing fer beyond expectations. 
_ Our losses this month included Capt. A.W. Brock, our former Commanding Of- 
ficer, who is svending part of his leave in China and Japan before sailing for 
the States. Cant. Black, who replaced Capt. Brock, is in the unique position 


_of commanding a Bombardment Squadron entirely equiped with P’-9's and one’ P12. 


2d Observation Sovetiron: Cent. A.E. Easterbrook, Scuadron Commander, re~ 
turned to duty from a trip to China and Japan. 

A hot-water system is being installed in the Squadron Barracks and is ex~ 
pected to be ready for use soon. Goodbye, dobie itch and »vrickly heat. 

The October Transport will tale another of the mainstays of the Squadron 
ball team in the person of Cpl. Sonik, one of the hardest~playing ball players 
ever to hit the islands and a big factor in the winning of championships of all 
athletic contests by the 2d Squadron. Expiration of tour. of foreign service is 
gradually depleting the ranks of the aquateen athletics who have swept the field 
in all events for the last two years. 

The major part of: the flying during Kiptiedber consisted of teotion train- 
ing, formation and cross-country flights to Del Carmen, San Miguel, Calamba and 
Clark Field, 

In addition to our Observation planes, we have hed temporary attached to 
the Squadron for the pest two weeks one of the new Boeing P-12B's. Opportunity 
was given all pilots assigned to the squadron to fly this new plane, and the 
flights were greatly enjoyed by all participants. 





Clark Field, Pampanga, P.1., Sent. 6th: 





The 3d Pursuit Squadron is now completely equipped with new P-l2 airplanes. 
Formation flights of full squadron strength are scheduled in preparation for a 
review by General King in October. 

Ground school courses are nearing completion. The wet season is ever and. 
we are contemplating with pleasure a projected squadron flight to the Southern 
Islands. ; 

Lieut. and Mrs. George L. Murray left on detached service to ments after 
which they will sail for the United States on the October boat. 

Lieut. and Mrs. Arthur L, Bunp,Jr., will spend a month in China and babel 
the October boat at Ching-Waong-Tac. 

We are losing two of our non-commissioned officers on the ‘Obteber Transport 
due to expiration of tours of duty, Tech.Sgt. Merrill, our Post Sgt.-Major and 
St.Sgt. Hymes, one of our crew chiefs. St.Sgt.Hymes is not only a good crew 
chief but has also proven to be a competent construction man, having completely 


_ installed two ten-thousand gallon gasoline tanks. The loss of these two non~ 


commissioned officerg will be keenly felt by this command, Our best wishes ac~ 
company them to their new station end duties. 

On Sept. 10th the Ft.Stotsenburg Boxing Club staged an all star card for 
the benefit of the Philipvine Leper Fund. "Red" Every, who aspires to the heavy~ 
weight crown of the Islands, took on Childers, of Corregidor, the heavyweight 
champion of the Philippine Department. . 


Fi,Sill, Okla., Oct. Slst: 








The Secretery of War, Honorable Patrick J. Hurley, paid Ft.Sill a short 
informal visit during his recent trip to Oklahoma. This trip was made in a 
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Ford tri-motored plane, which was piloted by. ist, Lieut. C.W. Cousland, _ formerly 
of this station. . 

General Bowler, Assletent Chie’ of ‘Start, was a Visitor at Ft. Sill during 
the time that the Secretary. of War was here. ‘A plane from this station, piloted 
by 2nd Lieut. Joe C. Britton, met General Bowley in Oklahoma, City and ferried 
him to this station. 

Maj. Willis H. Hale,A.C., and Capt. Simoson R. Stribling,0.D., arrived here 
October l2th, in a Ford tri-motored nlane, piloted by Maj. Hale. They remained 
at Ft.Sill ten devs supervising the bombing tests carried out by the Air Corps 
and the Ordnance Department. Mr. Brockhurst (Fox Movie-Tone representative) was 
‘a member of this flight for the »urpose of securing pictures of the bombing 
tests... Three CurtissCondor Bombers were flown here from Rockwell Field, Calif., 
to- conduct. the bombing tests. 1st Lieuts. Charles H. Howard, William L. Scott, 
2d Lieuts. Lloyd H. Watnee, Howard G. Bunker, Frank M. Crismon and Egbert C. 
Cook,A.Ce,. Capt. Miles Kresge, 0.D., and six enlisted men accompanied the Bombers, 

A nine~ship formation was sent to Stillwater,Okla., as an escort to the 
Secretary of War when he officiated at an airport dedication there. 

_. Lieut. Ennis ina Curtiss A-3 arrived here Oct. 12th, from Washington,D.C., 
to supervise. the publicity of the bombing tests. He was accompanied by Mr. 
Peden, Fox Movie-Tone representative. 

Capts. Jervey and DeFord arrived from Kelly Field Oct. 20th in a Curtiss A-~3, 
They remained one day to watch the bombing tests. 

Lieut. W.R. Agee and Mr.Set. Wallace ferried two Keystone Bombers here from 
Kelly Field, each Bomber being loaded with ten 100-1b. bombs. They remained 
over. night. 

Lieut. Clarence E, Shankle, Adjutant of the 88th Observation Squadron is 
enjoying a thirty-day leave of absence in Arizona. 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Oct. 17th: 





The following Officers of the Industrial College attended a course of Orien- 
tation held at Wright Field during the week of Sept. 4~11: Capt. Phillip Schnee- 
berger, Lieuts. N.D. Brophy, D.R. Goodrich, R.S. Heald, L.W. Miller and C.L. 
Welsh. 

A party of French bankers, making a visit of four cities of the United 
States, included Dayton and Wright Field in their itinerary, coming to the Field 
on Sept. 9th. Maj. Coleman greeted them, congratulating them upon the flight 
of their distinguished countrymen, Coste and Bellonte, and their remarkable 
flight from Paris to New York. J.A. Roche, Airplane Branch; T. de Forte, Air- 
plane Branch; and Doctor C.D. Barbulesco, Radio Unit, acted as escorts, and the 
guests had an cpportunity to view hangars, torque stand, wind tunnel, propeller 
test rig, power plant laboratory, and main laboratory. 

Lieut. Park Holland, reporting for duty from the Philippines, was assigned 
to the Purchase Branch. 

Maj. 0.P. Echols and C.L. Blackford, of the Flight Operations Office, took 
off on Sept. 5th for Seattle, Wash., for temporary duty with the Boeing Airplane 
Co., returning to Wright Field on Sept. 18th. To Blackford, who keeps endless 
schedules of the flights of others, but who had never been on a long cross-coun- 
try flight himself, the trip was a great pleasure as well as duty. 

Majors 0.P. Echols and C.W. Howard, and F.H. Coleman, and Licuts. A.W. Mar- 
tenstein and 4.W. Vanaman left by train for Washington on the 18th to attend 
a meeting of the Procurement Planning Board. 

Lieut. Bayard Johnson recently returned to Wright Field, after two years in 
the Philippine Islands. He is one of the Field's veterans, having been connect- 
ed with the Power Plant Branch at McCook Field since 1918. There at various | 
times he was in charge of the coaling systems branch and the installations group, 
including supervision of fuel systems, and cooling systems. He administered 
power plant contracts, passed on engine designs submitted by the industry, and 
acted as Chief of thé Power: Plant Branch. He graduated from the Air Corps In- 
gineering School, Class of 1923, and returns to work in the Power Plant Branch, 
where his long experience makes him a valuable member of the organization. 

Lieuts. F.0. Carroll, C.H. Ridenour, J.A. Woodruff, H.P. Rush, D.L. Bruner, 
L.M. Wolfe and S.R. Harris,Jr., took off for Dearborn, Mich., and Mitchel Field, 
N.Y., on Oct. 13th to inspect mock-ups of the proposed XB~906 at Dearborn and 
bps X0-911 (Curtiss) at Mitchel Field. They returned to Wright Field on Oct. 

5th. 
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General H.C. Pratt, Chief of Materiel Division, Majors Howard, Echols and 
Lieut. Martenstein left for Washington on Oct. 13th for a conference with the 
Chief of the Air Corps. 

Major-General J.E. Fechet, landed at Feirfield on Oct. 9th and visited 
Wright Field. He was ferrying a BT~2 from the west coast to Washington. 

Lieut. A.J. Lyon left for Washington on Oct. llth to attend a meeting of 
the N.A.CuA.. 

Ralph Lockvooc, former test pilot of McCook Field, at present with the Avia~ 
tion Cornoration, New York City, visited the Field on Oct. 9th. 

H.R. Fedden, Chief Ingincer of the Bristol Aeroplane Co., Bristol, Ingland, 
was a recent visitor at the Field. 

Secretary of War, P.J. Hurley ana Lieut. C.W. Cousland stopped at the Field 
on Sept. 8th en route from St. Louis to Washington. 

Lt.-Col. Irving J. Philipson, of the Budzet Comission, and Major D.B. Neth- 
erwood, 0.C.A.G., spent several days at the Field recently. 

The following officers were among those perticipating in cross-country trein 
ing flights during the past month: Lt. J.D. Corkille to Buffalo; Lts. C.H. Cald- 
wel] ond D.W. Watkins to Washington; Lts. C.D. McAllister and A.F. Foulk to De~ 
troits Lts. A.R. Crawford and B.W. Chidlaw to Dhanute; Lis. H.G. Crocker, G.F. 
Schuleen, C.A. Ross and H.G. Woodware. to Selfridge; Cont. M.E.McHugo, Lis. E.M. 
Powers, H.R. Wells, A.W. Vanaman and Major M.G. Heal:, Flight Surgeon, to Lang-~ 
lev; Lt. K.B. Wolfe to Nashville; Lt. R.P. Williams to Logensport, Ind.3 Lt. C.S. 
Thorpe to Scott Field; Lt. R.J. Minty and Sst. E.L. Jarles to Grand Rapids,Mich.; 
Lt. S.R. Harris and ifajor J.L. Hatcher, Ord. Dept., to Beltimore; Lt. E.C. Lang~ 
mead. to Chicazo; Capt. 0.0. Niergerth to Battle Creek, Mich.; Lt. H.K. Baisley 
to Burgess Field; Major F.H. Coleuan to Aberdeen; Lt. F.D. Klein to Boston; Lit. 
A.J. Lyon to Huntington, W.Va.3 Lt, R.L. Williamson to Akron; Lt. Clements Mc- 
Mullen to Superior, Wis. 

Lieuts. D.S. Fahrney and W.H. Buracker, U.S. Navy, spent a week recently 
at the Field to study various engineering nrojects in progress here. 

Lieuts. J.A. Woodruff, GF. Echuleen, S.P. Mills, F.0. Carroll and J.D. 
Corkille flew the XLB-8, 0-25A, X°T-3, XP-13A and X P~12B airplanes respectively, 
to Cincinnati, Sent. 26th, to perticipate in the dedication of Lunken Airport. 

Lieut. A.I. Ennis, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, spent several days 
at the Field recently in consultation concerning photosrephic matters. 

Capt. Harry Lyon, navigator on the famous flight of the Southern Cross 
from California to Australia, visited the Field on Oct. 10th. 
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